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Remembering those who served
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Native vets glow with patriotic pride

By Scott Csernyik

Their commitment to serving the country during
times of peace and war has meant great sacrifice.

Thousands of men and women associated with
the armed forces have paid the ultimate price by
dying so others can live in freedom. There's little
doubt the combat veteran returns from duty with a
different perspective of life.

Those who served during times of peace remain
humble because they didn't participate in any fight-
[ing. But these individuals fulfilled an obligation

to serve and were ready to- defend this nation if s

asked to do so.

It's a deep pride and love for the United States of
America which makes a lot of veterans feel their &

military contribution was worthwhile.

Veterans Day honors all of these men and women *
who have served in the military on Nov. 11. Origi- %%

nally established as Armistice Day in 1926, it com-
memorated the signing in 1918 of the truce
ending World War 1. On June 1, 1954, the name
was changed to Veterans Day and is a federal le-
gdl holiday.

Fueled by pride, a lot of Native Americans pay
tribute and respect to family traditions by serving
in the mllltary Accordmg to the Department of

Observer file photo

Head Veteran Dancer Frank Bush performs at the 10th
Annual Little EIk's Retreat Powwow on Aug. 6. The Veter-
ans' Dan‘ze honors.as a special tribute all of those who have
served their country.
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The bronze statue, "War Cry," is part of the Michigan Vietnam
Veterans Memorial at Island Park in Mt. Pleasant. Veterans Day,
formerly known as Armistice Day, is Nov. 11. The federal legal
holiday recogmzes those who have served America in its armed
forces.

Veterans Affairs, over 42,000 Native Americans
were stationed in Southeast Asia during the Viet-
nam War.

~ Following these lines of tradition, veterans are
honored at powwows by the Veterans Dance- a
special tribute to those who have served their coun-
try. -

In the spirit of honoring Native Americans vet-
erans, four Saginaw Chippewa Tribal members
were interviewed about their experiences in the
U.S. military.

One of those men served in World War II and
part of the Korean War. Stating he joined the ser-
vice because a "17-year-old guy doesn't have much
to think about," the Saganing resident had plenty
to reflect on after almost 12 years of duty.

Another veteran left in his junior year at Oscoda
High School to serve in World War II. Upon his
return, the individual finished his last two years of
high school and attended trade schools where he
learned radio and television servicing.

Drafted through the lottery in 1971, a 43-year-
old Mt. Morris man details his long road of recov-
ery while suffering from Post-traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) after serving in Vietnam.

Serving for 35 years in the Naval Reserves, one
At-Large Tribal member from Saginaw spent a lot
of the time in the classroom instructing engineer-

(See VETERANS page 17)
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Boozhu! Welcome to the November issue of
the Tribal Observer. The monthly paper is a
free service to enrolled Tribal members and
employees. Submissions from the Tribal com-
munity are encouraged and can be sent to:
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
c/o Tribal Observer
7070 East Broadway Road
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858

Phone (517) 772-5700 Fax (517) 772-3508
Subscription rates are 50 cents per issue or
$5 per year. We would like to thank our ad-
vertisers for their support. Reservations are
being accepted for ad space in the 1995
issues of the Tribal Observer.

BAASHKAAKODIN GIIZIS (Ojibwe) F reezing Moon
working together for the future of Mid-Michigan

Tribal officer talks
candidly during
night patrol

(The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police face many
situations through the course of a day. The follow-
ing story is the result of a 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. harvest
moon ride from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. ona Wednesday

between Officer Davzd Crockett and Editor Joe
Sowmlck ) 4L

'10  p.m. Before each shiﬁ begins, Officer Crockett
makes sure all systems are of working order in the
cruiser. This includes not. -only the mechanical op-
erations of the cruiser, but radar, radio and other
electronic equipment as well.

Crockett mentioned the daily log which all of-
ficers keep begins with a systems check. "This in-
cludes all fluid levels and it’s the responsibility of
all officers to make sure their car is in proper work-
ing order before patrol," Crockett said.

As with all things mechanical, breakdowns do.
occur and Tribal officers deal with them.

Crockett confirms this.

"It can be something as simple as spotlights, but

to be an effective officer in the field, you need all
your equipment in working order." '
10:16 p.m. The Tribal Police can monitor traffic
via radar whether in motion or stationary. Crockett
says the radar goes from patrol or mobile speed of
other vehicles with an effective range depending
on laser sight range.

It is a concern of the Tribal Police on how mo-
torists obey speeds through the Reservation.
10:27 p.m. "Basically, from Leaton to Shepherd

(See POLICE page 2)
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Police

(Continued from page 1)
Road on Broadway, the posted speed is 45 mph,"
Crockett said. "All other roads, unless posted, are
considered 55 mph."

One problem the Tribal Police face is the theft
of speed signs posted on the reservation, although
Crockett sees another concern.

"Leaton, southbound toward Remus Road and
the drag strip down from Remus to Leaton to Shep-
herd Road is a dangerous area," Crockett ex-
claimed.

Motorists are bound by laws regarding residen-
tial city areas, 25 mphunless posted. Crockett feels
the people's voice needs to be heard by the Tribal

"A lot of people
see the gun and
badge and put us
on a pedestal, but
there's alot of phi-
losophy that goes
behind the scenes
and we're human

vation.

Council concerning the safety of children.
"Because families are moving in the area, the
Tribal Council should be looking at this primarily
as-a safety issue and talk to the people," stated
Crockett. "All the Council would need to do is ask

- the residents of the area to come to a meeting and
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their voice would be heard.

10:34 p.m. The Tribal Council, the governing body
of our sovereign Nation, may make the recommen-
dation of posting speed limits as needed.

"I don’t know how those politics work, but I
know they can make changes as they effect Reser-
vation jurisdiction," Crockett said.

~ One may assume the speed limits in a 55 mph
area are rarely ignored, but this assumption is false.
Even 25 mph speed limits are regularly broken.

. "The posted speeds are pretty consistent as long
as I’'min a patrol car," Crockett laughs. "But when
I’m in my own car, I regularly see people moving
at excessive speeds on these roads."

There appears to be a connection between po-
lice presence and visual deterrent.

"The more people see us out protecting the
people's interest, the more secure they feel,”
Crockett says. "Tribal members watch how we re-
spond to their concerns, regardless of what charge."
10:59 p.m The frequency of pedestrian traffic has
increased with the success of Soaring Eagle Ca-
sino and the fact there is three separate facilities.

"As we continue building on the gaming estab-
lishment, we need to increase the visibility of
people walking on the Reservation," Crockett says.
"Lighting on the major areas like Broadway and
Leaton would be a start and the Tribe can address
the problem before it becomes a major concern.”

The public does not always view the Tribal Po-
lice and its efforts to establish a safe environment
positively.
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but it does happen," Crockett said.
One of the most difficult duties a police officer
_has is to be the bearer of bad news.

Crockett mentions it's the respons1b1hty of po-
lice duty, but he doesn't enjoy informing people of
tragedies.

"All you have to do is look at someone you love
and would you like me knocking on your door
telling they’re no longer with you?" he said.
11:25 p.m. Crockett is a Grand Traverse Ottawa
who has been with the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal
Police since October 1989. He is currently a night
patrol officer and supervisor.

* Crockett explained being a police officer is more
than just putting on the uniform and not a job for
everybody.

- "It has to.be something you really want to do,
not just a curiosity or fantasy. When reality hits,

i » Observcr photo/JdeSowmnck

Saginaw Chlppewa Tribal Police Officer David Crockett makes radio contact with Isabella
County Central Dispatch during a systems check Oct. 19 before patrolling the Isabella Reser-

and it will, it’s not the job you think it is," Crockett
stated.

One can get a taste of police work by watching
television shows like "Cops" or "Real Stories of
the Highway Patrol," but Crockett has his own per-
sonal insight. .

"Well, you-do things like that ... but they don't

"show the emotions of those guys. It's hard to ex-

plain to somebody unless they've actually been
through it," Crockett exclaimed. ‘.

"A lot of people see the gun and badge and put
us on a pedestal, but there’s a lot of philosophy
that goes behind the scenes and we’re human too."

Crockett points out police dramas on television

show the action but rarely address the psychology
of procedures and why officers respond in a cer-
tain way.
11:49 p.m. Tribal Officers are required to undergo
extensive federal training and Crockett remembers
attending the Tucson, Ariz academy vividly. It in-
volved 14 weeks of intense training in humid con-
ditions.

"It wasa pa’ramilitary structure and reminded me
of my Army boot camp day. It was clearly a place
where a large amount of people didn’t make it
through training If somebody went in there that
was extremely strong, with no problem physically,"
Crockett reflects. : '

The Academy training is so rigorous because they
are concerned that officer doesn’t crack while on
the street and remains.in control of any situation
that may arise at any time."

Police officers are constantly learning while on
the job and the Tribal Police and Crockett con-
firmed this.

"The Academy teaches you a lot, but you learn
something everyday as an officer," Crockett said.
"But when you get back from school, you know

you've been.through.something,-and .your_fellow.

officers can see that."
12:17 a.m. Crockett was adamant about the im-
portance of continual learning,

"If you're not learning anything as a police of-
ficer, then you might as well quit or it's time to
look for another occupation because you’re not
doing your job anymore."

Crockett believes if an officer stops learning, the
results could be disastrous. "You are liable to get
yourself hurt or somebody else hurt."

As the Tribal Police continue to learn, the crimi-
nals are also. In the age of automatic weapons,
cellular phones and pagers, the criminals are not
the only ones using technology to their advantage.

"The Tribe has been extremely generous with
providing us with the equipment to do our job,"
Crockett mentioned. "We now have automatic ser-
vice pistols and MP5 rifles with automatic capa-
bility. We also have surveillance and special op-
erations equipment."

Crockett is pleased with the support the force
receives from Tribal Council and the community.
As crime continues to change, it is reassuring to
know that our Tribal Police are moving with the
times.

12:46 a.m. The Tribal Police, like other law en-
forcement agencies, are required to qualify with
their service pistols, shotguns and rifles regularly.

"It is important for an officer to maintain their

proficiency with weapons," Crockett said. "Capt.
(Ralph) Sawmick makes sure all Tribal officers
qualify regularly and sends us to in-service train-
ing. He's real good about that."
1:02 a.m. The Tribal Police have friendly shoot-
ing competition with other Tribal law enforcement
agencies, and "hold their own" as Crockett proudly
states.

"Since I've started, we've held the first place tro-

- phies most of the time," he stated "We do shoot

with othér agencies in the county ... we have a cook-
out and it's done mostly for fun but we hold our
own there too."

There are four classifications of firearm profi-
ciency police officers have. After qualification, of-
ficers earn "marksman" status.

" "The next qualification is 'sharpshooter, which
is astep up and that’s not a bad shot at all," Crockett
stated. "Then you've got an ‘expert,' which is some-
body who shoots very well. Then you have a 'dis-
tinguished pistol. expert,’ that shoot very well all
of the time."

In order to become a distinguished pistol expert,
one needs to qualify for that status three times in a

- row. Although it takes 18 months to achieve, Sgt.

Joe Kequom, Sgt. Joe Hudson and Crockett have

distinguished pistol expert status.

1:17 a.m. Crockett believes that juvenile crime is
on the rise, but tends to come in cycles.

"As the kids grow up, there is always another
bunch that comes behind them," Crockett said. "A
lot of the crime the kids get involved in doesn't
make sense, but I believe nine out of 10 incidents
are alcohol-related."

Crockett sees alcoholism being passed from gen-
eration to generation. "Mom and Dad weren't able
to handle their booze and the kids don’t know, so
it must be normal."

Although the adults of our Native community
can drink legally, there is a concern among the
Tribal Police about youth drinking around the Res-
ervation.

"The woods in back of the housing project and
areas between houses are some places where kids
think they can drink, but we know where they are,"
Crockett assures. "You ought to take a walk back
here in the daytime. You would see the empty
bottles, beer boxes and trash."

1:33 a.m. Even though it's the kids who are drink-
ing, the Tribal Police realize there are problems
with adults providing alcohol to minors.

"Whenever we get a chance to pop somebody

(See POLICE page 19)
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Including electronic monitoring

Court usin o alternative

By Scott Csernyik
In an effort to explore alternative sentencing
methods, Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court officials
have recently implemented a high-tech way of
house arrest.

The "tether" is an electronic device strapped to
the ankle of a defendant which allows them to be
monitored at all times of their given sentence. By
setting a signal of varying distances up to 150 feet,
their actions are limited to their home. If the per-
son goes beyond the set range or tries to tamper
with the sensitive device, an alarm is triggered and
immediate checks are made on the individual.

"It definitely keeps a pretty tight reign on a per-
son," said Tribal Probation Officer Dwayne Mied-
zianowski. "It's fiot only a monitoring program, but
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Tribal Prosecutor Donna Minor Budnick said de-
fendants sentenced to house arrest are allowed time
away for school, work, counseling or community
service time. Besides cost effectiveness, she added
another advantage is the options allow the indi-
viduals to stay on the Reservation.

"It doesn't take them out of their environment,"
she stated. "And it allows us a way to closely moni-
tor these individuals. Generally speaking, this is
the last step before putting someone in jail or de-
tention for the long-term.

People not necessarily a danger to society need
to understand the consequence of their actions and
have restricted privileges because of it."

- Average time on the tether was pegged by
Miedzianowski at three months. However, that can

Tribal Probation Officer Dwayne Miedzianowski displays
some of the electronic monitoring equipment used when a
defendant is sentenced to house arrest.

also a deterrent."” .
Use of the equipment; rented through the
Eastpointe-based House Arrest Services, Inc., be-

vary ‘depending on each individual case. Equip-
ment costs are paid for by the individual at a frac-

gan in late September. Miedzianowski said six in-
dividuals are on the tether as of mid-October, half
being juveniles.

The tether can also be used in conjunction with
two other technological components- a small moni-
tor containing a video camera and a breathalyzer.
These two pieces of equipment are often used to-
gether in alternative sentences to offenders guilty
of alcohol-related offenses.

Through spot checks on the telephone to make
sure the defendant is at home and not under the
influence of alcohol, they are asked to appear be-

fore the monitor and take a picture of themselves.
They are also asked to blow into the breathalyzer
and hold the device up to the camera in the moni-
tor so the reading can also be recorded.

When sentenced to house arrest, defendants are
not allowed contact with anyone else who is cu-
rently on probation. Miedzianowski said the equip-

‘ment is so sensitive, power or telephone failures

can set off the alarm. For those individuals who
might not be able to afford a telephone, he added
the court can order one which only receives in-

tion of what it would be to put them in jail at $38
a day or to a detention treatment facility for up to
$1,000 a day. _
~ Cost of the breathalyzer and monitor together is
$9 a day, while the tether is $7.50. Miedzianowski
said price breaks are given over the duration of
the sentence.
Tribal Court Judge Douglas Gurski called the
tether initiative "a very productive program."
"Besides the overall savings, it also help the de-
fendant maintain employment and education," he
stated. "They do exercise a degree of freedom, but

coming calls into the dwelling.

Through Bay Mills Community College

(See TETHER page 15)

Management classes are stacked in students' favor

By Scott Csernyik
A casino management
course of study offered
this January by Bay
‘Mills Community Col-
lege could prove to be
an educational jackpot
for students. ,
This is the first-time
the curriculum has been
offered through the
Saginaw Chippewa
Tribe, according to
BMCC Coordinator Sue
Oseland. She added
school officials began
working with the Tribe
in the spring about the
proposed casino classes.
“The classes are for
those interested in a
‘well-rounded -overview
of the gaming industry,”
Oseland said.
- The 31-credit casino
management curricu-
lum will begin in the
community college’s
winter semester in Janu-
ary with the following
classes: HP 118, AC
101, ED 101, EN 107

and the seminar series, -

according to Oseland.
The remaining classes
will be offered - during
the summer and fall se-
mesters in 1995. The
classes offered in Janu-
ary will also be offered
in the fall semester of
next year. Classes taken

in the fall and winter se-
mesters last 15 weeks
each, while the summer
session runs from five to
six weeks.

"The classes are
for those inter-
ested in a well-

rounded overview

of the gaming in-
dustry."

School officials figure
it will take an individual
about two or three se-
mesters to complete this
degree. All classes are
fully credited and could
transfer into another
higher education institu-
tion which offers simi-
lar credited coursework.
.. BMCC is Michigan’s
only Tribally-controlled
community college. and
has been a part of the
Isabella Reservation
since.1990. The school
is chartered by the Bay

Mills Indian Commu-

nity as a non-profit edu-
cational corporation.

Oseland added as-
pects of the casino man-
agement curriculum
have been offered by
BMCC for a couple
years as in-house semi-
nars.

gible for the tuition

Bay Mills Community College. waiver.
'Casino Management Certificate of Achievement - 31 Total Credits For more information,
ED 101 - Study Skills 1 Credit one can contact Oseland
HP 118 - Hospitality (Casino) Supervision/Mgt 3 Credits ~ at the Tribal Education
AC'101 - Accounting I 4 Credits Office at (517) 775-
EN 107 - Public Speaking | 3 Credits 3672 or at (517) 772-
b 168 S e o e 5700, extension 208. In-
- Supervision of Casino Games redits .
HP 113 - Holstitality- Sales and Marketing 3 1G] terested individuals e
HP 114 - Hotel, Restaurant and Gaming Law 3 Credits also phone Wilma
HP 115. - Casino Management Seminar Serics 8 Credits Hel‘lr.y of the Gaming
Training Department at
(517) 772-1212.
“But nothing has pre-  some of these classes  Federal Assistance form
viously been offered as  with the casino manage-  (FAF) for financial pur-
thorough as this,” she  ment curriculum.” poses. Oseland also
stated. “This is the first- Aid is available for all  stated all Native Ameri-
time they are offering  studentswho fill outthe  can students will be eli-
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Tribal Matters

TRlBAL LQUNCIL:
Gall Jackson Tribal Chief
Timothy Davis; Tribal Sub-Chief

Gary Quigno, Secretary
Gerald Slater, Sergeant-At-Arms
“William Federlce Member
Beatrice Colwéil Member
Ronald Jackson Member
Arlene Molina, Member
Lorna Kahgegab Call, Member
~Julius Peters, Member
John Hart Sr., Member
Kimberly Sawmick, Member

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL:
Gail Jackson, Tribal Chief
Timothy Davis, Tribal Sub-Chief
Gary Quigno, Secretary
Kimberly Sawmick, Treasurer

‘GAMING COMMISSION:
Gail Jackson
Timothy Davis
Ronald Jackson
Arlene Molina
‘Shelly Foster
Sue Durfee
Charmaine Benz
Julius Peters
William Federico
Lorna Kahgegab Call

PLANNING COMMITTEE:
Gail Jackson
Timothy Davis
Gerald Slater
William Federico
Beatrice Colwell
Gary Quigno
Ronald Jackson
dulius Peters

FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Gail Jackson
Timothy Davis

~ Ronald Jackson
Lorna Kahgegab Call
Kimberly Sawmick

LEGAL COMMITTEE:
~ Gail Jackson
- Timothy Davis
" Beatrice Colwell
John Hart Sr.
Kimberly Sawmick
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Tribal enrollment update

Membership issues to be discussed

By Tribal Clerk April Borton

‘There will be a notice mailed to all members in

+"~the near future of an upcoming Tribal member-

ship meeting to discuss "Proposed Amendments
to the Constitution" and to do a survey'on'the Ca-
nadian Dual Enrollment Issue. This meeting is im-
portant to all members and we encourage all Tribal
members who are 18 years and over to attend. Once
again, notices will be mailed in the near future.

Research update

During the week of Sept. 21 to 30, the Tribal
Clerk and four others went to Washington, D.C. to
locate and copy historical rolls and allotment
schedules that pertained to the Saginaw, Swan
Creek and Black River Bands of Chippewas.

We found a lot of the original allotment sched-
ules from the mid-1800s, census records and an-
nuity rolls which we placed orders for true copies
‘to be put on Microfilm. It was a very interesting
trip and we found a lot of information to add to
our perspective research area. It is our hope at some
point to have a research area within our office so
members can come and view their family trees will
all supporting documents which show their blood
lines going back to the early 1800s.

Tribal members can be helpful in this achieve-
ment by providing the Tribal Clerk's office with
family documents, pictures and clear family trees
complete with all family information. While we
can research old records from the archives, some-
times tribal members may have information the
archives does not have. Any help and information
will be greatly appreciated.

Per capita payments

Starting about one month before each quarter,

‘thé Crerk's office phone lines start ringing off the
hook all day with the same two questlons "How
much? And when?"

-All enrolled Tribal Members will recen(ef their
per capita payments on or about the first of the
month each quarter and we do not know the amount
until a.couple days before the payments go out.
So, please be patient and note the above informa-
tion.

The more time we spend answering the calls
means less time to get the paperwork processed
and it really slows us down. Following the mail-
ing of the per capita checks, the next few weeks of
calls are: "I didn't receive my check yet, I know
they were mailed yesterday and Aunt Lucy got hers,
so where is mine?"

.Once again I ask you please to be patient. First
of all, we have no control over the mail once it
leaves our office.. The only other questions you
should ask yourself is: "Did I have my address.
updated with the Clerk's Office?" "Did I make the
change with my local post office?" "Did I file a
notarized affidavit with the Tribal Clerk's Office?"

If you did all these things, then just wait and your
check should arrive usually within two weeks. Also
note for your records that accounting can not is-
sue you a new check in the event you have moved
and didn't make the above mentioned changes un-
til after one month. They have to wait for the state-
ments to return from the banks to verify whether
your check has been returned.

Office hours

The Tribal Clerk's Office is now open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m to S p.m., including the
lunch hour.
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The Tribal Observer is published monthly by the'

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan, 7070
East Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Being a
Tribal-owned publication managed under the su-

-pervision of the Tribal Council, the newspaper is

subject to an editorial review process.
All comments and suggesnons are welcomed.
The Tribal Observer is a proud member of the

Native American Journalists Association (NAJA).

OJIBWAY-
>~ GREENWALD
' ~ CONSTRUCTION
ENTERPRISE

' GENERAI. CONSTRUCTION

Dependable Service

772-2202

*. 1970 AIRWAY DR. - MT..PLSNT

Besides Michigan, the Observer
is sent to 39 other states!

. thl’l contact

EVENTS
SCHEDULE

Nov. 18 Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs
‘meeting in Athens. For more information, contact
(517)373-08654. .

. Jan. 6 Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs

‘meeting in Sault Ste. Marie. For more informa-
]7) 373-0654

Servmg the rural area of Isabella, lla, Gratiot,
Mecosta Montcalm and-Newaygo counties:
 SAGINAW CHIPPEWA

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

“Providing cellular telephone service
SCT is part of a No. 7 limited partnership

- 1-800-995-4000
For more information JJj::
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Becyclmg reminder

' The Isabella Reservation Recycling
Depot is open Monday through Fnday
“from 7 c.m. to p.m., as well as every sec-
ond and fourth Saturday from 9 a.m. to

.« noon.Ifnooneis \nsxbly there, the gate is

still open.

“All doors are Iabeled for proper place—
ment. Your effortis grecxtly appreciated
as the Tribe continues to be one of Isa-
bella Cour_ity"s biggest recyclers.
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Native rapper doesn't miss a beat with his messages

By Rhonda Quigno

He prances around -
~:_=-:the stage preachmg a
~ message about -Native

-~ American pride in find-
ing the answers for to-
morrow in yesterday. -

Cherokee rapper
Litefoot is from Tulsa,
Okla. He chose the
name “Litefoot” be-

cause he wanted a name

that sounded Indian, but
also lent itself for enter-
tainment purposes.
Litefoot has enter-
tained audiences with
his distinct rapping style
for about eight years. By
reading and studying
about the business, he
has put a lot of what he

Cherokee rapper
Litefoot does his.
thing on Sept. 24
at the Norris |
Center Gym in
Sault Ste. Marie. |
The entertainer
appears on Red
Vinyl Records
with the release,
,"s&inl Re¢"

has learned into making
something happenin the
music industry: ’

-He has made some-
thing happen with his
life by not giving up on
what he wanted to do.
He started his own

record label, Red Vinyl
Records as well as did
the arrangmg of sup-
phes like T-shirts, but-

tons, posters and pic-

tures.

blessed me with talent
to succeed as an Indian

rapper in the music in- -

dustry and to pass it on
to help other brothers
and sisters to do the
same; with their talent,”

Litefoot stated. “Hope-

fully others will see my
success as an example
of how society has
changed and is no
longer impossible for a
Native American to fol-

low his dreams.”

Observer Photos/Rhonda Quigno
"~ And after his ener-

getic show, Litefoot

speaks against sub- -
stance abuse and about -
self-esteem issues. It’s a
theme he devotes space
to on the liner notes of
his “Seein’ Red” r

lease He believes it is a
-message for all cultures,

.. but at the same time
- blames the introduction
" .of alcohol to Native
- .""Amencans on one race.
“The Creator has

- “You have got to real-

. ize that it does not have
~ anything to do with be-
_ing Indian,” Litefoot
stated. “It has nothing to

do with who you are,

" where you came from

and where you are go-
ing. It never was and
never has been.

I'don’t see substance
abuse as being anything
to be proud of. White
people have given it (al-
cohol) to our people to

kill us and I’m not go-

- ing to contribute to that
-ignorance, I don’t think

any of us should.”

Observer Photo/Rhonda Quigno

While he shiés away from disclosing his real name and age, Litefoot is very vocal when it
comes to supporting Native people.

- When first trying to
sign with major record

"True when they say I'm representin’
my crew. Who be my crew? All the

Indians do!"

-From the title track, "Seein' Red"

‘Litefoot’s most re-
cent appearance in
Michigan was on Sept.
24 at the Norris Center
Gym in Sault Ste.
Marie. The perfor-
mance was attended by
15 Tribal members who
were all left with a posi-
tive impression.

“I thought the Litefoot
concert was really, re-
ally good,” said Sum-
mer Peters, Miss Sagi-
naw Ojibwe Tribal Prin-
cess. “I saw him in Al-
buquerque, N.M. at the
UNITY conference a

. couple years ago and
- I'm glad I finally got to
. see him perform again.

" He has a'lot of good

- things to say about our

people. He would be a
good person to talk.to

- every young person of

‘the Seventh Generation,

-because. he knows
“what’s ‘going on. Not

‘only is he very intelli-
gent but he’s also very
cute.”.

labels, industry execu-
tives wanted to change
Litefoot’s identity and
message- a notion he re-
sisted.

“They didn’t see the
need to have a Native
American out there rap-
ping or being involved
with the industry,”
Litefoot said. “If I was
to have gone with a ma-

jor record label, my
messages would have

been distorted. T don’t
care if I ever sell one
record -to anybody
white, I could care less.
My place is with my
people.”

Litefoot also sees Na-

tive Americans sending

mixed messages regard-
ing Indian logos and
nicknames in sports.
“How are other
people suppose to re-
spect us or our wishes to
change them, if we’re

~walking around wearing

those images?” Litefoot
asked. “Other people

really try to relate to us,
but they’re just being
ignorant and don’t real-
ize their ignorance.
Who do we have to

‘blame? Ourselves, be-

cause we let it happen.”

. The dominant soci-
ety tends to overlook the
contributions Native
Americans have made
to their history, accord-
ing to Litefoot.

“When do we have a
day that’s recognized
for our people? Where
do we have a national
monument.
erected for our Warriors
that died and recognized
for this society?

Crazy Horse had
fought for the land that
we had eventually had
to give up and his efforts

should be recognized by

a holiday like ‘Crazy
Horse Day.””

that’s

youth.

. “The Seventh Geneéra-

tion is the generation of
young people that is fi-
nally realizing that their
not ashamed-of being
Indian, they’re gonna
dance and learn their
language because that’s
who they are,’ > he also
said.

We need to realize so-
ciety was wrong in try-
ing to change us be-
cause the fact that we’re
different makes us spe-
cial.”

And while Litefoot
targets a rather youthful
audience, he also has
respect for Elders and
the message they com-
municate.

~ “Where we find an-
_swers for tomorrow is in
yesterday,” he stated.
“Our Elders that’s who
we need to look to, for
our traditions, that’s

"Now I'm thinking of how you lied
then my people tried. But died all these
visions in my head, ya know they got
me seein' red, really though."

-From the title track, "Seein' Red"

_

Litefoot sees the Sev- -

enth Generation proph-
ecy revealed in today’s

who we got to look to,
that’s the way we’re
gonna find out who we

i, Al

FOLTZ'S

TELEPHONE (S517) 773-5422

SHOPPING » DINING « ENTERTAINMENT

BICYCLE

g 4992 E PItKIIRD
MIPLEASANT, MJ 48858

772-0183
MOUNTAIN BIKES ROAD BikEsS BMX

SKATEBOARDS IN LINE SKATES DOWNTOWN NlT PLE ASANT

OFFICE HOURS 209 EAST CHIPPEWA ST.
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Open six days a week

BRUCE K. HAVENS
ATTORNEY AT LAW
 REPRESENTATION IN
TRIBAL, STATE AND FEDERAL COURT
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Planners aim to develop recreatlonal act1V1ty

VanDeCar

Traditional Native
American archery skills
could string together the
past of the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe
with its future.

An archery class is
currently in the planning
stages and will be spon-
sored by the Youth Cen-
ter, Saginaw Chippewa
Parks and Recreation
and the Seventh Gen-
eration Program. It will
be taught by Youth Cen-

‘ter Director Dave
Chatfield, Seventh Gen-
eration Program Coor-
dinator Milton “Bea-
ver” Pelcher and Youth
Activities Coordinator
Kevin Chamberlain.

is both a time of griev-

~ ing and thanksgiving. -

I’'m sure our Native
American ancestors
were very fluent archers
and I hope the youth
finds a part of their past
they never knew was
there.”

:The archery site will
be located behind the
Elijah Elk Cultural Cen-
ter on East Remus Road

.and consist of 30- to 40-

yard shooting areas.

Chatfield said targets
fixed to straw bales will
be set up for the youth
to sharpen their skills
and learn the sport. For
the adults, he said they
plan on having 3-D
shooting areas which
will include bear, tur-
key, coyote and deer. He
added as the youth get
better with practice,
they also will be able to
take their aim at the 3-
D range.

“Eventually, we like
to be able to teach the
kids how to pick the ap-
propriate wood and
make their own tradi-
tional long bows and
arrows,” he also stated
said. “Another goal of
this class is to put to-
gether a team of shoot-
ers to compete in the
1995 North American
Indigenous Games and
establish an archery
club on the Reservation.

7 We'd like to be able to
sponsor competitions

and exhibitions for both

i the youth and the El-

Observer Photo/Scott Csemyik

Steve Pego takes aim at one of

the 3-D targets.

Youth ‘12-years-ol'd_
and up are encouraged
to participate in the ac-
tivity and all equipment
will be provided. Par-
ticipants between the

ages of 12 and 14 must_

have a parent or guard-
ian with them. Permis-
sion slips are required
for all those in atten-
dance.
“Through the archery
class, 1 will teach the
sport from predomi-
nantly a traditional
standpoint,” Chamber-
lain said. “We need to
stress the importance of
life and teach the kids
every living creature has
a spirit. They need to
give thought to the

'Circle of Life. Hunting -

United ° States
‘Canada. Each province

| ders.”

- The 1995 North
American Indigenous
Games will take place
July 29 through Aug. 6
in Bemidji, Minn. They
were established in
1977 and will feature
athletes from both the
and

or state will send one
team of their top Native
American female and
male athletes to com-
pete in each interna-
tional summer Olympic
sport. The ultimate goal
of the NAIG is to estab-
lish-a Native team as a
separate nation in the
Olympic Games.
“Hopefully, we could
get a youth started at the

age of 14 competing in’

the Indigenous Games
and by the time they are
18- or 19-years-old,
compete in archery on %

4 v o

: berlain said. “It would

Tony Towns points to one of his shots which landed between the eyes of the standing mkwa

target as Dennis Christy looks on.

2
: -
P A

Milton "Beaver" Pelcher, left, Steve Pego, Ben Hinmon, Anthony and Eric Hunt pause .
before gathering arrows while sharpening thelr archery skills one afternoon at the Eluah o
“ElIk Cultural Center.

“be very honorable to see
a Native American de-

collegiate level,” Cham- -

DISCOUNT AUTO: PARTS AND SALES
Installs New +Buying Cars and Trucks Dead or Alive

And *Affordable Cars and Trucks
Used Parts  *Towing Available During Office Hours
== *Parts Locating Service

=7

o 07 3B
et

=

=

Hours:Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30 Saturday 8:30-2:00

"I'm sure our Na-
tive American an-
cestors were very
fluent archers and
I hope the youth
finds a part of
their past they
never knew was
there."

Both Chamberlain
and Chatfield are quick
to point out the class in
no way will promote
violence.

“There is a threat of
violence in a lot of the
skills but we can’t back
‘down and not carry on
our traditions,” Cham-
berlain said. “Our
people could be skillful
at archery as in the past
and live one aspect of

g | \‘]II
I'\

ST e

.. scr;'cr Ph Soull seyik

the traditional

lifestyle.
This was a
~_way
of life for our SO
ancestors and ar- > \ A

chery is no less tradx-
tional than powwows or
sweat lodges.”

Observer Photo/Seott Cseyk

"velc:)p the skills to com-
pete in the Olympics.”

Judith A. Bozzo
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TRIBAL MEMBER
AT-LARGE DISTRICT
Ronald Jackson
8570 N. Hubbardston Rd.
Hubbardston, Ml 48845
In-State messages - Toll-Free
1-800-225-8172
Out-of-State messages
(617) 772-5700
NO COLLECT CALLS
(517) 981-6610

AT-LARGE BENEFITS COMMITTEE

Region 1 Representative
John York
2222 McKechnie Road
Harrisville, MI 48740
(517) 724-5473
NO COLLECT CALLS

Region 2 Representative
Earlene Jackson
401 S. 9th Street
Escanaba, MI 49829
(906) 789-1271
NO COLLECT CALLS

Region 3 Representative
Thelma Henry-Shipman
6044 Pte. Tremble
PO. Box 703
Pearl Beach, MI 48001
Work- (313) 256-1633
Home- (810) 794-9272
NO COLLECT CALLS

Region 4 Representative
Neuel E. Denman
2237 Pero Lake Road

Lapeer, MI 48446
(810) 664-4885
NO COLLECT CALLS

AT-LARGE ADVOCATE

Amy E Alberts
7070 E. Broadway
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
In-State calls-Toll-Free
1-800-225-8172
Out-of-State calls
(617) 772-5700%

Ziibiwing Cultural Society

Group working on repatriation process

By Bonnie Eckdahl

The Ziibiwing Cultural Society (ZCS) is an ad-
visory committee to the Tribal Council and has
received a grant from the U.S. Park Service. This
grant is titled, The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
Responds to Repatriation. The main objective of
the grant is to promote community involvement
and influence in the decisions which must be made
as the Tribe initiates a legal response to the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
(NAGPRA).

In 1990, Congress passed NAGPRA into law,
giving Tribes access to human remains and sev-
eral categories of objects that might be held by
museums or other institutions. These human re-
mains are those of our ancestors. We are aware of
at least 50 graves being housed in university mu-
seums in Michigan alone. Another category of re-
patriation includes unassociated funerary objects
of cultural patrimony, (an object that holds histori-
cal significance for the Tribe).

The ZCS, are Anishnabe whom have made a
commitment to cultural preservation issues. Lay-
ing the ground work for the repatriation process is
high on our list of priorities. It will not be an easy
task but we will be persistent. We have found that
we must try to maintain a balance between the
traditional view of the world and the political view
of the government, and its operations. We will of-

At Michigan State University

ten have to engage in policy oriented action, which
we will do, in order to achieve our objectives.
However, the direction we take will be greatly in-
fluenced by the people the Tribal community.

In the near future you will be asked to respond
to a survey, or you may be visited by ZCS staff,
who will be asking you for your ideas-and opin-
ions about these important issues. We would ap-
preciate you taking time to fill out the question-
naire that will assist us in planning.

The ZCS project office will be involved in sev-
eral activities in order to begin this process. These
include:

*Interpreting the language of NAGPRA and what
it means to the Saginaw Chippewa community;
*Developing the survey instrument(s) to poll the
Tribal community;

+Establishing a protocol for negotiating with insti-
tutions that hold objects that have repatriation po-
tential; and

*Determining what will happen to objects or hu-
man remains that are returned.

As you see there is a lot to be done. We will keep
you posted on the progress that is being made. We
believe the impact of our actions will have a last-
ing effect on the Tribal community. Your coopera-
tion and responses are extremely important, we
appreciate the time you take to assist this effort.
Chi Miigwetch!

Native American dance theatre to perform

The American Indian  percent ticket discount

American Indian Dance ~ world. The company

Dance Theatre will
share Native American
history and culture
when it performs in
Wharton Center’s Great
Hall on the campus of
Michigan State Univer-
sity on Nov. 4 at 8 p.m.
Tickets from $14 to
$20 are available at
Wharton Center’s box
office from 10 am. to 6
p.m." One can also call
(517) 336-2000 or 1-
800-WHARTON, with
Mastercard,  Visa,
American Express and
Discover accepted.
Students receive a 20

and group discounts are
also available.
Founded in 1987 by
concert and theatrical
producer  Barbara
Schwei, the American
Indian Dance Theatre
quickly achieved world-
wide recognition while
staking a claim to its
own unique place of
honor in the interna-
tional dance world.
Under the creative
guidance of Schwei and
company  director
Hanay Geiogamah, a
member of the Kiowa
Tribe of Oklahoma, the

Theatre has earned the
respect and support of
many Tribal leaders
who see the troupe as an
effective instrument to
-present traditional Na-
‘tive American dance
and music to the outside

features performers
from 15 U.S. and Cana-
dian Tribes.
According to
Geiogamah, the com-
pany strives for main-
taining the authenticity
(See DANCE page 13)

Legal group to meet

The Michigan Indian Legal Services Board of
Trustees will meet at 1 p.m. on Feb. 4 at Saginaw
Chippewa Tribal Offices, 7070 E. Broadway in Mt.
Pleasant. The public is encouraged and invited to
attend.

MARYANKE TOUR & TRAVEL, Inc.

Your Complete Travel Agency Network
We at Marvanke Tour & Travel can provide vou BY LAND!
W ith a variety of creative and unique options N
.. The possibillities are endless!! Cal} us Today! BY SEA!
Ask us about a Idve boat cruise for your getaway. BY AIR!

WE CAN GET YOU THERE!!

e,

. mic
*24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
*CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-542-4831

E. Broadwav -Mt . Pleasang, Mi 48858 « (517)773-4831

Fricin

!\nyJ
v

Ll p i E e ol L=
S (W AGHT WL TE (R

Amesican Indsan Dance Theatic

SEND OUR BEST
TO THE STATE SENATE
ON NOV. 8
VOTE FOR

JOANNE EMMONS

"It is a pleasure to represent the Saginaw
Chippewa Tribe during this time of unprec-
edented growth and achievement. The suc-
cess of the Tribe has meant so much to the
ared's economy. | was proud fo have played
such an important role in gaining legisiative
approval of the Gaming Compact reached
between the governor and Michigan's seven
federally recognized Indian Tribes."

-Sen. Joanne Emmons, R-Big Rapids

STATE SENATOR
no viadow ni stagmoy 8ok 81k X0 i
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At Mt. Pleasant's Island Park

Tribe lends h

By Joe Sowmick
The residents of Isa-

bella County made a |
deal with a group of %

small investors in our
community.

The end result of this |
business venture is ™

called Timber Town.
The $150,000 wooden
Playscape was built by

over 4,000 volunteersin

the span of seven days.

1)
L]

The Saginaw Chippewa © -

Indian Tribe was proud
to be a corporate spon-
sor, along with other
businesses and commu-
nity members.

November, 1994

S8t Rt L

ands-on support to project

4

-~

Observer photo/Scott Csemyik

Tribe expands internships with

Central Michigan University
By Derrick Morris

'In an effort demonstrating cooperation and will-
ingness to work with each other, the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe has opened its doors to
another department for interns at Central Michigan
University.

This time it’s the Department of Recreation,
Parks and Leisure Services Administration. In the
past, the Tribe has had interns from the Art, Jour-
nalism and Health departments. CMU's fall semes-
ter marked the beginning of the Parks and Recre-
ation Department being associated with the Tribe’s
internship program and two students have been
hired to gain valuable experience. South Dakota
senior Jude Fairbanks' internship has him working
in the Nimkee Fitness Center under the supervi-
sion of Walt Kennedy. Detroit senior Derrick is
with the Public Relations and Communications
Department under its director, Joe Sowmick.

Dean Wallin, director of CMU's Center for Lei-

Heather Foster, with a little guidance from Aide Theresa Guffnett, takes the hands-on ap-
N proach in helping contribute to the Timber Town project. The students at the Saginaw Chippewa
the supervision of Academy Binoojiinh Montessori personalized several t-shirts with their signatures and hand
Leathers and Associ- prints. The garments joined other items crafted by children in the Mt. Pleasant school system
ates, based out of New and were placed in a time capsule at the Island Park site.

sure Services, stated the internship opportunities
with the Tribe are excellent opportunities for- stu-
dents.

- "Having interns at the Saginaw Chippewa Indian

The project was under

York. Timber Town has
the distinction of being
the first culturally sig-
nificant Playscape in the
United States: \
Through the 2 percent
funding provided to lo-
cal municipalities by the
Michigan gaming com-
pact, the Tribe contrib-
uted $10,000 to the Isa-
bella Community Play-
scape.
The Tribe's donation

made possible a Coun-
cil Lodge that is the cen-
terpiece of Timber
Town. The entrance to
the Council Lodge faces
the eastern direction
with two white cedar
trees at the main en-
trance.

Tribal artists Steve

Pego, Dennis Christy,

Terry Vasquez and the
Don Stevens family
carved eight totems that

% v""'ﬁéi’ - -

Observer photo/Scott Csernyik
Judy Stevens works on cilrving a totemic image to be used
in the Timber Town design. The poles were placed at the
Council Lodge, which is the center of Timber Town. The
Don Stevens family help carve poles with depictions of a
turtle and a bear, Steve Pego created an eagle and Terry
Vasquez did an owl. There will be eight poles eventually
located at the Mt. Pleasant Island Park site and the pres-
ence of the Lodge marks the first culturally significant Play-
scape in the nation. b ‘

-sit on the poles that sur- .

round the Council
Lodge roof.
Tribal business.

Ojibway-Greenwald
Construction provided
their expertise in the
construction of the
Council Lodge.
Students from the
Saginaw Chippewa
Academy were the first
on the scene to help
build the Playscape. Our
Native children partici-
pated in the April 20

design day and in--
formed Leathers archi-

tect Dennis Wille on
what they would want in
a playground.

The Montessori stu:

dents joined ‘in the ef--

forts of other area chil-
dren by placing a signed

Tribal tee shirt to the
Playscape time capsule.

Tribal members Keith
Mandoka, Alice Jo
Kopke, Steve Godbey,
Tom 'Kequom and
Tribal employees Max
Wolf and Kathe Martin
were part of many
people too numerous to
mention who gave their
effort to build Timber
Town. ,

. The success ot this
community project was
being able to give some-
thing to the children.
Timber Town is just one
of many examples. of
how the - Saginaw
Chippewa Tribal mem-
bers and employees
contribute unselfishly to-
the betterment of the
entire Mid-Michigan
area.

Election Day

Nov. 8 is

A@ x DISTINCTIVE DINING
¢h) }Jj»/(:’, LUNCH * DINNER
i,/L i g APPETIZERS ®* COCKTAILS
' ' 772-0864

MAIN AT MICHIGAN
DOWNTOWN MT.PLEASANT

POHLQAT

STALK THE CAT/

CALL FOR YOUR TEE TIME
- 1-800-292-8891
PohlCat Championship Golf Course

Tribe is a great idea," he stated. "And previously it
was someplace that he had never considered."

AL PRI R EAE AL
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“Wanna buy a reliable used car?”
The Finance Committee is taking sealed bids
on a former Tribal Police cruiser. This 1987 Ford
LTD Crown Victoria is beige and dark brown
and comes loaded with extras!

* cop engine!
* cop brakes!
* cop shocks!

| ‘over 55'm.p.h.! (just kidding) If you would like

* roomy back seat!

Italsa has low miles and has never been driven *

'to be the envy of all of your friends and own an
authentic Tribal Police cruiser,'send your sealed
* The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
; “¢/o Finance Committee
. 7070 East Broadway

Mount Pleasant, M 48858

JARRETT THE JEWELER

CENTRAL MICHIGAN'S DIAMOND CENTER
YOU CAN'T BUY BETTER FOR LESS

35% off" §

: 406 S. MISSION
all loose MT. PLEASANT, MICHIGAN 48858
diamonds (517) 772-4768

- LIVE ENTERTAINMENT *PART BOARDS

*POOL TABLES
DELICIOUS

FAMOUS PUB.
BURGERS

77 2-5486
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Program doesn't kid around in providing an early start

By Scott Csernyik

It's another Tuesday morning at the Tribe's Par-

ent Child Center as staff anxiously await the ar-

rival of children who'll be there for the day.

The first child to appear is a two-year-old girl
who is not as eager to exchange her father's com-
pany for the room of smiling faces.

while they are at the Center, Barton said it is the
staff's aim to create that special time between the
parent and child.

"Some of the parents involved in the program
have expressed the fact they like the fact they don't
have to come in every single day and be with their
kids," Barton explained. "But as a compromise,

Observer Photo/Scott Csernyik

Some of the participants and helpers at the Parent Child Center include, from left to right, Mary Logan
Heintzelman and her son, Danny Logan, Rochelle Wolf, Jeffery McDonald, Kevin Cantu, Shannon Aver y
(standing), Eddie Pelcher, April Cantu, Nicole Hunt, Michael Sawmick (standing), Angus Ogilvie-Cohen

and his mother, Carolyn.

Carrying a pink teddy bear, the toddler fidgets
and fusses for a few moments until Head Teacher
Gail McDonald quickly comes up with a simple
solution- blowing bubbles.

As the bubbles rain down near the child, her spir-
its pick up and she smiles. All is better now as the
other children start to arrive.

This is the third year the program has been of-
fered and it's currently enjoying a tremendous suc--
cess with 21 children participating, according to
Early Childhood Coordinator Leanne Barton.

The program targets children between the ages
of 12 and 30 months. The 12- to 20-month-old
children come to the Center twice a week and the
older group-is there three times each week. She
added the Center can only accommodate the cur-
rent number of toddlers because of spatial arrange-
ments and there also is a waiting list.

"In the three years the program has been in ex-
istence, there has never been a waiting list," Barton
stated. "If we had a larger facility, the sky's the
limit. It's really exciting to see the program grow
all of a sudden."

She described the program as support for par-
ents by getting toddlers into a structured environ-
ment to foster their development, including lan-
guage and various motor skills.

"We want to take an individual approach to pa-
rental support by helping them define their needs
and how we can help them," Barton added.

While a lot of the parents involved in the pro-
gram treasure their time away from the children

we are in the process of working out some of these
fun, trip-type of things where the parents and their
child have an opportunity to get out and not do
these things alone."

Examples of these activities may include a pic-
nic at Mt. Pleasant's Island Park where the chil-
dren could enjoy the recently completed Timber
Town playground or a visit to a local apple orchard
with an apple sauce-making activity afterward.

She's also trying to arrange monthly parent meet- "

ings for the Native community where they would
have a chance to discuss important and relevatnt
topics such as gangs or protecting children from

New chapter in Tribal growth being proposed

The grant writers are currently working on a li-
brary services grant. This is a progression grant,
that proposes a Reservation-based public library
center which addresses needs appropriate to the
Tribal community.

The Tribe will be looking to contract with a li-
censed Librarian for 25 hours a week. Then,
through the Leadership Program, two Tribal mem-
bers will be employed to work in the library. Each
employee will work 20 hours per week and attend
Central Michigan University full-time in an accred-
ited program for librarianship.

Some of the proposed library services include:
guest speakers, storytellers, workshop presenters

and other special programs for children, as well as
adults. If all goes well, we will eventually have a
facility built to house the library.

We also have been recently informed that the
Drug Elimination Grant has been approved. This
grant funds Kevin Chamberlain's position of Youth
Activities Coordinator. It is rare this grant gets
funded twice, but thanks to the hard work of the
grant writing staff in cooperation with the Hous-
ing Authority it was accomplished. We are still
waiting for word on the youth sports center grant
and ask that everyone keep your fingers and toes
crossed! Megwetch.

-Submitted by Angela Mitchell and Dawn

Perez

AIDS. e
"We thought it would be wonderful to have these ‘
monthly community meetings and pull in dynamic.
Native American speakers from all over the coun-' -
try as part of a motivation to make a difference in -
the children's lives," Barton explained. -

After eight years of being on the Reservation as
a Tribal employee, Barton said she's "seen a tre-
mendous change on how education is viewed."

"Parents now want their children to have a good
head start," she stated.

Besides McDonald, Barton added other PCC
staff includes Assistant Teacher Sue Reed, Cook
Trudy Ralston and Bus Driver Linda Smith. They
also currently have the help of a couple Central

Michigan University students, Leann Blair and

Christine Hayden.
“They are working very well together as a staff

to make the program a success," Barton said.

She also added they are gong to be selling
sweatshirts for the PCC and Saginaw Chippewa

Academy Binoojiinh Montessori, which will each
feature the slogan, "A Great Place to Learn."

Barton said McDonald comes to the PCC after

being with the Mt. Pleasant Public Schools' Infant-
Toddler Program for 10 years. Prior to that, she

"We hope to pro-
vide them with
quality toddler
care, while also
supporting the in-
dividual families
and their indi-
vidual needs."

Observer Photo/Scott Csernyik

Out for a morning ride around Tribal Operations are Curtiss Marin to the left, Kaine
Purdey and Rico Stubbs.

was involved with pediatrics at Central Michigan
Community Hospital's newborn nursery.
Currently building a foundation of dedication and
trust of the families, McDonald said she " sincerely
wants to be here and really loves the kids."
- "We hope to provide them with quality toddler
care, while also supporting the individual families-
and their individual needs," McDonald said.
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(Editor's riote: R. Carlos Nakai, a Native musi-
cian and composer, came to perform with guitar
virtuoso William Eaton before a capacity crowd
Oct. 26 at Lansing Eastern High School. Nakai
was interviewed by Joe Sowmick.)

Tribal Observer: We are speaking with R. Carlos
Nakai. What Tribe are you from Carlos?

R. Carlos Nakai: I am a Ute and Dine' person. I
live Tucson, Ariz. right now but I come from the
four corners area, around Cortez, Durango, Red
Rock, Lukachukai, N.M. area.

T.0.: The Native American flute in this part of
Indian Country tends to yield respect to the drum.

There are other forms of Native expression. You've
been enlightening our people with the Native
American flute for how long? .

R.C.N.: T've been working this partlcular kind of
-instrument for 20 years. Before that time, I was
working with many European tuned instruments
because Iwas hopmg to get on to professional con-
cert stage as a trumpeter or a member of a sym-
phony. But that néver happened.

T.0.: Was your interest in music fueled at an early.
age because of your.environment?

R.C.N.: I started when I was in seventh and eighth
grade and have been doing it ever since.

T.O.: You mention the importance of being a tra-
ditionalist and having a foot in the modern world,
as using your own words, "having a buckskin suit-
case and a leather briefcase."

R.C.N.: Well, everyone on the planet lives in two
worlds. How much they recognize on being part
of those worlds in something entirely personal in
nature. I come from a people who have been on
this continent more than 30,000 and longer, and
our people have an extensive history of survival. I
come from a people who have been on this conti-
nent where our culture is embodied in our life ways

and our spiritual way of being. Out of all that in--

formation you also include stories that come from
your own Elders and from people around you that
tell how your family is included in that whole
circle. Out of that you make what is called a "per-
sonal philosophy" that describes how you under-
stand this way of being from your personal per-
spective.

T.0.: So as a Native performer, you seek to find
the balance of both worlds?"

R.C.N.: It means I also live in an outer world,
where people do not have the same orientation.
And those who live in the United States of America
live that way-There is ne center ... no grounding.

There isn't the sacred, social and personal music
from the older tradition and allows you to play
some of the music on the flute. The flute, too, is
made by people who ‘personalize it in such a way,
because there are no standard measurement for any
of the instruments that make the sounds in each
flute very unique. So, in that way, it becomes a
very personal kind of expression that one does with
the flute. It is also a teacher for me because it
teaches that you can learn to do things that are im-
portant with very severe limitations. Many flutes
play anywhere from 10 to 13 notes and that’s all
they can play .. . they can't do anything more. It's
sort of an eXample of human life in that we are
born into this world with severe limitations. When
you begin to understand what you are able to do
and what you aren't able to do, you find ways to
get beyond all of that.

Rather than playing European instruments, I con-
tinue to use the Native flute beacause even with
its limitations, and as some people say "primitive,"
it speaks in a very personal way in how I see the-
world.

i
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T.O.: Looking at your release, "Emergence: Songs
of the Rainbow World," recording and production
was completely done in digital . Do you see a place
where traditional Native performers can use cur-
rent technology as a bridge between our cultures?
R.C.N.: I think-we are slowly catching up with
the rest of the world. As I see it, all of these things
were created for me, so if I don't utilize all of the
electronics that surround me, then I am limiting
myself. It also help me to expand the direct fact
that Native people are still here.

T.0.: The Native American Leadership Program
of Lansing Community College was a sponsor of
the concert. You briefly mentioned the importance
of Native role models at the Lansing Indian Cen-
ter reception. Do you feel that is your responsibil-
ity as a Native performer?

R.C.N.: I think role modeling is good to a degree.
But rather young people look at modeling their life
after my own or other people, they should look at
the fact that "I can do that in my own way." That
way our young ones can discover their own self,

their self worth and the abilities that they were born
with. The ability to communicate how we feel
about ourselves or our ability to communicate with
others.

T.0.: It sounds like trying to find a balance with'

R. Carlos Nakai, the performer and the actual per—
son ... who you are. Is that correct? |

R.C. N Well, that's also a component of every-
thing too. In many of the performances we are lim-
ited to what only interests others. We are not al-
lowed on this stage to involve a personal sense of
one's own being because this isn't the place for it.
You find what they call that dichotomy of exist-
ence in many aspects of the life that I live today.
When I go home to my own people in southern

Colorado or northeastern Arizona or up into

Canada, then I find my life as a performer, as
people see me out here, goes back into the suit-
case ... it doesn't belong in that world.

T.0.: And when you do return home, is there any
anticipation from your people that you've came.

back?

R.C.N.: (laughs)' No, not really Actually, I'm taken

at that point as "well, you’ve come back again ..

you're a member of this community and thls is what ‘

we’re doing now." So when you get up in'the mom-
ing your community says this is what we expect
you to do ... to begin working and participating

with the people, and 1 look forward to that. But
when 1 go back into the outer world, I become
whatever people see you as, being famous or what-
ever.

"Many flutes play
anywhere from 10
to 13 notes and
that's all they can
play...they can't
do anything more.
It's sort of an ex-
ample of human
life in that we are
born into this
world with severe
limitations."

k. E |
Observer photo/Joe Sowmick
R. CARLOS NAKAI, DIANA QUIGNO AND HER DAUGHTER, N'KAI

T.O.: It would appear in recent decades that the:
Native American flute has re-emerged as a viable
instrument that speaks to our Native culture. What
are your feeling on the origin and the importance

‘of the Native American flute to our people?

R.C.N.: The origins we don't really know because
the stories vary from one Tribe and one environ-
mental area to another. But I do know in my own
experiences with the instrument, that it's one for
very personal kinds of expression. And what it does

is it takes a sense of "well, I've been here for a
quite a long time." And there is no requirement on
asking people on whether or not they know who
they are, you're just sort of there. Being in that way,
of course, you are more or less what they call "outer
directed."

There is really little personal knowledge that is
regarded as important. If you walk around on the
street today and tell people how as a Native you
see the world in a particular way, they'll say "go
away, I don't have time for that." I'm fortunate to
have an understanding of both worlds. One is
loaded with history and the other world is loaded
with tools I can use to apply to my way of being,
so I can survive into the future.

T.0.: So we come full circle with the responsibil-
ity lying on the individual?

R.C.N.: I see my responsibility in the world is that
I don't do this for myself ... I do this for other people
in the world and those who find my music is an
entirely personal thing. I do it because it is what 1
am supposed to be doing.

T.O.: The dominant society loves categories and
R. Carlos Nakai can be found in the New Age sec-
tion ... how do you feel about that?-

R.C.N.: (laughs) Well, that's only a category for
marketing. Actually, what I am is another tradi-
tional flute player doing his own thing. And what-
ever the record companies decide what works well
for them is their prerogative.

T.O.: You are performing with William Eaton, an
accomplished harp guitarist with his own profes-
sional credentials. Where did the marriage come
in from your Native flute music and William's
melodious guitar? -
R.C.N.: We started in 1983 when Imet himat an

‘Arizona Commission on the Arts where we were -

both working. And being artists in education, you -
are encouraged to work together in some way. So
we began to investigate our responsibilities in our’
own communities and what we were doing and to
expand on our own awareness on the art and the
art forms we both were a part of. One day he men--
tioned that he was performing out on the rocks (in

(See INNERVIEW page 16)
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Hospital offers fitness program focusing on the individual

By Annette

VanDeCar

The Center for Hu-
man Development pro-
vides health club ser-
vices with-an emphasis
on individual needs.

The center, located on
the main floor of Cen-
tral Michigan Commu-
nity Hospital, opened

five years ago. Nurses in
the Intensive Care Unit
felt there was a lack of
follow-up care for the
cardiac rehabilitation
patients and first
thought of developing a
health center, according
to Kim McCoy, a regis-
tered nurse employed by
the Center.

Plans to include other
services besides cardiac
rehabilitation evolved
from this primary idea.
Exercise hours include
Monday through Thurs-
day from 6 a.m. to 8
p.m., Friday 6 a.m. to 6
p.m. and Saturday 7
a.m. tonoon.

“The biggest accom-

-plishment of the Center
is the fact it caters to
everyone and the staffis
more qualified to help
people in their specific
needs,” McCoy said.
The types of fitness
programs offered in-
clude general fitness,
cardiac rehabilitation,
adolescent, pulmonary,
diabetic, arthritic,

_Exercise for The Health Of | |
G of L€

Observer PhotoScott Csernyik

Tim Vasquez knows the healthy way to get
something off his chest and you can too at
the MNimkee Fitness Center on Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

strength training, pre-
and post-natal, oste-

home exercise consulta-
tions and health risk ap-
praisals. _

Health screening and
fitness evaluation s per-
formed on all members.
Anyone interested in
joining any of the pro-
grams, including Sagi-
naw Chippewa Tribal
members, can contact
the center at (517) 772-
6731 and receive infor-
mation about the pro-
gram desired.

Children’s programs
run 10 to 16 weeks dur-
ing the summer.

“Anyone interested in

Our Elders Speak

(Editor's note: Listening to the wisdom of the
Elders can be a strength of any community. In this
new feature, the Iribal Observer will ask Elders
Jor their insight on questions relating to our Na-
tive communities.)

Question: There are many challenges ahead as the
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe continues to grow.
In your opinion, what is the most important issue
facing the Tribe.

Nancy Owl - Saginaw Chippewa Elder
"Concerns for the Elders. Sometime we have
people walking in back of the ,Sonick_ Senior Cen-.
ter at night, and it would help if we had lighting
back there. We used to have some kids come by that
would look through and tap on windows, but since

Gambling Problem?
There Is Help!

Gamblers Anonymaous

Meetings In Mt. Pleasant
Mondays at 8 p.m.
Wesley Foundation Peace Center

1400 S. Washington Street I

Housing security started, I haven't noticed that any-
more. It would also be nice if we had a sidewalk
around the Center."

Dorothy Netmop - Saginaw Chippewa Elder

"I think education is a problem. Lately, I hear a lot
about the trouble Indian kids are having getting along
in school. They have a lot of prejudice against them
and it would help to have more classes out here so
they could come on the Reservation and go to school.
I think our kids care about education, but I see a few
skipping school and running around all hours of the
day. Maybe they would go more if we had a school
here. I read in the paper about one boy who was

having trouble in school and started going through-

the education out here and is doing good."

Bill PAmame - Saginaw Chippewa Elder

"Transportation for the elderly. The problem I've
been facing right now is when I have to go to the
clinic or the hospital, I don't have a way to get there
because they're cutting our transportation off, I don't
know if they're low on money over there, but we
need to have transportation for the elderly. I know
in Peshabetown, they don't have this problem up
there. They have one designated person who drives
a van to transport people around. I don't see why
we can't do that here." i ‘

oporosis prevention,

starting a health pro-
gram can initiate con-
tact but a doctor must
clear them to perform
physical exercises and
pass a fitness test,” said
McCoy. “Everyone has
a different reason for
being here and we cre-
ate individual programs
for everyone. The staff
helps every member set
realistic goals and sup-
ports them in their quest
to achieve them.”

The cardiac rehabili-
tation program consists
of three phases with dif-
ferent goals in mind.
Phase 1l is a 4 to 12
week program consist-
ing  of continuous
rhythm strip monitoring
blood pressure and heart
rate checks. Phase III
monitors blood pressure
and heart rate. Phase IV/
Adult Fitness is a main-
tenance program con-
sisting of more indepen-
dent exercise. The car-
diac  rehabilitation
Phase IT and TIT hours
are Monday, Wednes-

day, Friday from 7 to 10
am. and 1 to 2 pm.
Flexible hours are avail-
able for Phase IV/Adult
Fitness programs,

The “family atmo-
sphere” of the Center
makes it members com-
fortable and support
comes from both the
staff and fellow mem-
bers.

“We don’t have a
health club atmosphere
here because our center
offers more of a support
system with clinical
knowledge,” McCoy
said. “People attend
health clubs for" differ-
ent reasons than our
Center and our mem-
bers don’t feel uncom-
fortable here because
there is no emphasis on
looks, just success. This
is an easy access to the
health care system and
people like to utilize it.”

McCoy sees thé moti-
vation and enthusiasm
displayed by the mem-

(See CENTER page 12)

MEETING SCHEDULE
OJIBWE SUBSTANGE ABUSE
7363 E. BROADWAY
MT. PLEASANT, MICH.
(517) 773-9123

MONDAY NIGHT RELAPSE PREVERTION
7 P.M. AT YOUTH CENTER

TUESDAY NIGHT 12-STEP MEETING (A.A.)
7:30 P.M. AT YOUTH CERTER

WEDNESDAY AFTERINOO# TEEN RAP
3:30 AT 3548 SOUTH SHEPHERD ROAD
- (517) 772-4616
ALL TEENS WELCOME

WEDNESDAY NIGHT HIGHWAY SAFETY
7 T0 8:30 P.M. AT 3548 SOUTH SHEPHERD
 ROAD
(512) 772-4616

THURSDAY WOMEN'S A.A. MEETING
8 P.M. AT 3548 SOUTH SHEPHERD ROAD
(517) 772-4616 |

SATURDAY NIGHT MEETING (AA)
7 P.M. AT 3548 SOUTH SHEPHERD ROAD

NEW YOUTH CENTER HOURS
. WEEKDAYS 370 § P.M.
WEEKENDS-FURTHER NOTICE

PARENTS, VOLUNTEERS AND OTHER
INTERESTED FOLKS ARE NEEDED TO HELP WITH
 CHILDREN AND YOUTH ACTIVITIES. IF
INTERESTED, CONTACT DAVE CHATFIELD OR
CHARIMAINE 4. BENZ AT (517) 773-9123.
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Center

(Continued from page 11)

bers reinforced by the
staff.

“All of our members
stay motivated and in-
volved in their own per-
sonal programs,” said
McCoy. “The commit-
ment exhibited here is
higher than most health
clubs. Many people go
to health clubs with
good intentions but fail
to follow through be-
cause of lack of support
by the staff. An orga-
nized program is a type
of investment and en-
courages commitment.”

The Center also offers

corporate health ser- -

‘vices and a speakers

bureau. The corporate
health services is the
“only comprehensive
health promotion pro-
gram in the central
Michigan area.” Profes-
sionals design an indi-
vidualized program of
evaluation, education
and intervention with a
company’s goals in
mind. The corporate
programs combine the
efforts of the Central
Michigan Community
Hospital, Central
Michigan University
and the American Heart
Association of
Michigan. The center
can provide educational
speakers for almost any
group.

“We can meet with

corporations, provide
speakers for them and
they can have their em-
ployees utilize the exer-
cise facilities here,”
McCoy said. “A corpo-
rate organization can get
an eight-week program
at the reduced price of
$45, opposed to the $55

"Our services can
benefit the Native
American com-
munity, as well as
other groups."

Bay Mills Community College

Winter Semester 1995
Jan. 9 - May 5

The following list of classes includes
course number, name, credits, days and time:
AE 105 English Comm. SkillsII 4 T,Th 9-11am.

AE 109 Fund. of Algebra 4 M\W 9-11 am.
AC 101 Accountingl 4 MW 4-6 p.m.

-AC 102 AccountingII 4 T, Th 9-11 am.

BU 106 Intro to Management Theory 3 T,Th 6 - 7:30 p.m.

BU 108 Economic Principles 3 M 2 -5 p.m.

BU 204 Business Law 3 T,Th 4 -5:30 p.m.

BU 261 Contract/Grants Management 3 M 6 -9 p.m.
CS 112 Intro to Computers 4 M, W 1-3 p.m.
CS 124 Intro to Spreadsheets 3 T,Th 4 -5:30 p.m.
CS 143 Intro to Wordprocessing 3 T 1-4 p.m.
CS 209 IntrotodBase 4 T,Th 6 -8 p.m.

ED 101/151 Study Skills/Library Resources 2 W 6 - 8 p.m.
ED 101/151 Study Skills/Library Resources 2 F 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.
ED 252 Children's Literature 3 Tor Th 6 -9 p.m.

EN 101 Rhetoric and Composition 4 T,Th 1l am. -1 p.m.
EN 107 Public Speaking 3 T,Th 2 -3:30 p.m.

EN 204 Advanced Composition 3 W,F 9 - 10:30 a.m.

EN 206 Creative Writing 3 W,F 10:30 am. - 12 p.m.

EN 211 Technical Writing 2 F 12 p.m. -2 p.m.

HP 118 Hospitality Supervision and Management 3 W 6 -9 p.m.
HL 102 Health Awareness 2 W,F 8:30 - 10:30 p.m.

-HS 212 American Government 4 W,F 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
MA 102 Algebralorll 4 MW 3-5pm.

MA 101 Intermediate Algebra 4 MW 1 -3 p.m.

NA 106 Qjibwell 3 T,Th 2:30-4 p.m.

NA 107 Conversational Ojibwe 3 M,W 9 - 10:30 a.m.

NA 113 Native American Awareness 1 W 4 -6 p.m. (7 weeks)
NA 125 History & Organization of Mich. Indian Tribes 4 F 12:30 - 3:30 p.m.
NA 202 Tribal Personnel Management 3 W 6 -9 p.m.

NA 205 Tribal Law 3

PY 104 Intro to Psychology 3 T,Th 4 - 5:30 p.m.

charged for regular
adult programs.”
McCoy stated the fact
that Michigan is the No.
1 state for obesity and
70 percent of the popu-
lation does no physical
activity as a reason to
start a fitness program.

“Diet and exercise are
the keys to good health
and stress leads to many
health problems in our
society,” said McCoy.
“Our services can ben-
efit the Native Ameri-
can community, as well
as other groups.”

Elder recalls fond
memories of the
Jackson family

By Geneva Mackety
This is what I remem-
ber of Willis and Eliza-

beth Jackson ... they
were, a handsome
couple.

Willis had strong In-
dian features- a soft In-
dian nose, high fore-
head, thick black hair
and a winsome smile.
All this in a man of av-
erage height.

The personality of
Willis Jackson, Sr. was
one of quiet dignity and
seriousness. His words

were measured. His .

smile comforting. He
was a deep thinker.

He was educated at
“Ruggo College”- the
Mt. Pleasant Indian
Government School.
This school taught read-
ing, writing and arith-
metic.

Students were as-
signed tasks including
the boiler heating room,
the printing press, cook-
ing, dish washing, car-
pentry and mainte-
nance. Native students

e,

Hotline o

were also assigned to
marching band, football
and basketball as their
abilities became appar-
ent.

Elizabeth Jackson
was a pretty woman
with soft eyes, round
cheeks, thick black hair
and a merry laugh.
Elizabeth was an indus-
trious woman and a
good homemaker.

She was an Anishnabe
woman from the North-
ern Country and based
out of Grayling. Her fa-
ther was a large, tall
man and her mother di
rectly opposite ... gra-
cious and petite.

They were always
present at Methodist
camp meetings and re-
vivals. Willis sang bass
and enjoyed singing.
Elizabeth was support-
ive of Willis and a great
Christian lady. Her
prayers always seemed
to touch the ear of God.

The union of Willis
and Elizabeth brought
(See MEMORIES page 13)

ered to teens about
sexually transmitted diseases

The HIV/AIDS Prevention & Intervention Section is pleased to announce the
availability of a new teen hotline (1-800-750-TEEN) to provide information
and referrals about HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases. This is a con-
fidential, toll-free hotline answered by teens, for youth 21 years of age and un-
der. The hotline is managed by and located at Wellness Networks, Inc. in Ferndale.

Hours for the hotline are Monday through Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. Trained teen
volunteers are available to provide factual information about HIV transmission;
ways to prevent infection; to make referrals to test sites; teen health clinics and
other professional health services. '

Teen-to-teen education is a powerful prevention strategy. Teens listen to their
friends, and to other teens. This hotline offers young people the chance to get
the facts about HIV, AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases from other
teens in a simple, non-judgmental manner in the privacy of their own homes.

If you have questions relating to AIDS, your first step is as close as your phone.

-Submitted by Nimkee Memorial Wellness Center

SI112 Medical Terminology 3
- SO 106 Intro to Sociology 3
Registration for winter semester will begin Nov. 1. Applications are available at
the Fribal Education Department or at the Bay Mills Comm. College office on
Nish-Na-Be-Anong. Registration will be from Nov. 1 - Jan. 6.

OVER 18 AND WANT TO
GET A GED OR
H#HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA?

We may have the program for you.. .
For most adults, efforts to get a GED or
high school diploma can be quite difficult.
On the average, it takes a percon three

Serving the Reservation over 70 years

. _ : months to prepare to
BORDER'S bevera‘ges ng KOPYf KOSI:ER successfully take the five GED tests.
*grocemes = - Professional Resumes The Adult Education Program, which is
A = . lity Copi
qOR PO *Spirils . FullQCl:)al(:r %riﬁ't)if; coordinated through the Tribal Education

1323 S. Mission
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858

M-F 8-6 ; Sat. 9-5

can assist one in reaching thic goal.
For more information, contact
(517) 775-3672

open 9am. - 11 p.m. Sunday to Thursday

- 9 am. - midnight Friday and Saturday
7024 East Pickard Ave. Mt. Pleasant 772-4929

(517) 773-7343
FAX - (517) 7725127
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Memories

(Continued from page 12)
seven children: Joe,
Harold, Mary, Willis,
Jr., Dick and Makxine.
One family member
was seriously injured in
a car accident and was
in a semi-comatose con-
dition for a number of
years. One day, this
Jackson family member
fell asleep and awoke in
that perfectly whole and
healthy place in God’s
wonderful world. The
Jackson family was
strong and continued to
endure.

Willis was a first-class

carpenter, Their home
on the “Rez” was al-
ways freshly painted
with a bright yellow
color and kept in good
repair. The lawn was al-
ways neatly groomed.
Willis also helped
build many of the first
homes on Tomah Road
and the south end of the
Reservation. He also
was on the Tribal Coun-
cil for many years and
was eventually elected
as Tribal Chairman.
Joseph Jackson, a
master wood carver,
brought much recogni-
tion to himself and other

Tribal artists because of

his beautiful, lifelike
carvings. His works re-
main a legacy in many
collections across the
United States.

Willis Jackson, Jr.
was also a Tribal leader
and Chairman for many
years. His wife,
Josephine, is an active
Tribal leader and is cur-

"After this proce-
dure, the hide is
smoked in cedar or
sumac. What a won-
derful smell! It
made us feel so
woodsy and strong!"

rently interim General
Manager of Soaring
Eagle Gaming.

Their oldest daughter,
Mary, was my special
friend and was older
than me. She was a very
pretty and quiet girl. She
required a special man,
and Ben Quigno came
along and won her
heart. Ben worked for
Dow Chemical and
worked for the Saginaw
Chippewa Tribe in his
later years. He had a
sharp mind and helped
the Tribe progress in the
area of grant writing and
planning.

I also recollect as a

teenager a “buckskin

shop.” It was located in

Chief Willis Jackson’s
backyard. .Deer hide
was made into real
buckskin oitfits with
fringe and bead work
We made the outfits
from scratch, soaking
the hide in ashes and
scraping off the fur, then
drying and stretching
the hide in strong
frames. After this proce-
dure, the hide is smoked
in cedar or sumac. What
a wonderful smell! It
made us feel so woodsy
and strong!

There was such a
spiritual awakening in
Chief Jackson’s admin-
istration back then.
Many young people
were connected to

Christ Jesus and were
walking that narrow
shining path. '

What happiness and
clean fun we had! No
drug parties or cigarette
smoking was necessary.
The party places back
then were the homes of
the Jacksons and Moses
Pelcher. Everyone was
always welcome.

Good clean, hilarious
games were played.
Even young people who
came from all over the
state came and enjoyed
our cofmpany.

Truck time

As part of Fire Awareness
Week activities, students at
the Saginaw Chippewa
Academy Binoojiinh Mon-
tessori were visited on Oct.
7 by Saginaw Chippewa
Fire Chief Foster Hall and
got a chance to learn about
the Tribal fire truck. Pic-
tured to the right is
Rebecca Jackson, along
with Meghan Rachor and
Jonathon Pego enjoying a
moment on the back of the

emergency vehicle.

" Observer photo/Joe Sowmick

Tribal member goes a courtin’

Mit. Pleasant gndmm standout Dustm Davis (#55) escorts fellow senior attendent
‘Alissa Fox, third from left, at the Oct. 14 high school homecoming. The Oilers
crushed Chippewa Hills by a score of 42-0. Also pictured from left to right are
parents, Kathy and Bill Fox, Adelaide and Sub-Chief Tim Davis.

0: FOOD STORE

This
Month's
Special [s

32 oz, Belly Buster only 65 cents
HOME Ol-' 'I'I-IE BEI.I.Y BUSTER

Dance

(Continued from page 7)

of each dance- often
times inviting Tribal
leaders to rehearsals to
advise and sometimes
even teach the dance.
Before a dance is per-
formed by the company,
special care is taken to
ensure spiritual or reli-
gious beliefs of a given
Tribe are not compro-
mised by the perfor-
mance.
The New York Times
recently called the
American Indian Dance

Theatre a “feast for the

k]

eye.
- “The American In-
dian Dance Theatre is
sheer spectacle with a
transcendental spiritual-
ity,” said New York Post
writer Clive Barnes.
For more information,

\if] please -call Chris: Will-

iams at (517) 353-1982.

In the woods
| hear

Blue sky spirits and

-White birch trees

Ancient wind and
The beautiful

Sun filled heavens

Adorn
Trees
That speak of

oA

Vo

O

R o A R R

Longhouse and ceremony.

Sunrise and woodsmoke

Stay always
In my heart
Bathing me with

Warm cedar sweet incense anu

Gray smoked smudge.

-Written by Charmaine M. Benz 11/11/93
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Tribal Court charges for
past fiscal year detailed

(Editor's note: The Jollowing is a compilation of
offenses, charges and cases involving juveniles and
adults throughout fiscal year 1994 which were pro-
cesses in Tribal Court. This is a positive reflection
of how the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police up-
hold justice and Tribal sovereignty. Good job of-
ficersl) ‘

There were 93 juvenile delinquency cases and
are ‘as follows: minor in possession, 14; curfew,
malicious mischief, and runaway, 11 each; assault
and battery, nine; theft, along with trespassing, six
each; truancy, five; breaking and entering, four;
cruelty to animals, three; disorderly conduct, as
well as threat and disturbance, two each; shoplift-
ing, driving with suspended license, probation vio-
lation, no driver's license, no license/registration,
assault, riding with no helmet, QUIL and miscel-
laneous, one each.

There were 61 traffic adult criminal traffic vio-
lations, including OUIL, 20; driving in violation
of court order, 15; OQUIL second offense, open al-
cohol, expired/no operator's license, and miscel-
laneous, five each; driving without a license, four;
refusal of PBT, two.

A total of 368 traffic tickets were issued from
May 1 to Sept. 30.

There were 151 adult criminal charges during
the course of the fiscal year including, disorderly
conduct, 30; assault and battery, 29; contributing
to delinquency of juvenile, 20; controlled substance
and malicious mischief, 12 each; minor in posses-
sion, nine; trespassing, six; embezzlement, as well
as breaking and entering, four each; assault and
theft, three each; receiving stolen property, injury
to public peace, resisting arrest, probation viola-
tion, and violation of a court order, two each; shop-
lifting, gaming violation conspiracy to defraud,
fraud, attempted forcible entry, violence to a po-
lice officer, threat and intimidation, attempted rape,
indecent liberties with a child and property acci-
dent, one each.
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State legisiator stresses Importance

By Rep. Jim
McBryde
As your state repre-
sentative and member
of the Mt. Pleasant area
‘community, I am urging
everyone to vote in the
upcoming election,
The importance of
voting has never been so
important as in this
year’s election. The
people of Michigan
have the opportunity to

rest of the country and
we suffered from a $1.8
billion deficit. Now
Michigan is leading the
country in economic
growth. In September,
Michigan’s unemploy-
ment rate was at 5.5 per-
cent- a 20-year low.
Also, in Michigan we
have cut property taxes
by 70 percent, cut the
Single Business Tax, cut
unemployment insur-

ition Waiver Program. I
also introduced a
Higher Education fund-
ing formula which be-
came the basis for this

year’s budget and fi-

nally provided fair fund-
ing for Central
Michigan University.

I 'am pleased to be en-
dorsed by many citizen
groups and organiza-

of voting

tions, including the
Saginaw Chippewa
Tribal Council. I also
have been named “Leg-
islator of the Year” by
the Michigan Sheriffs
Association and by the
Deputy Sheriffs Asso-
ciation.

I need your help to
continue to fight for
what is right in Lansing.

<o

_____%__—-
"The people of Michigan have the
opportunity to send a clear message
to Lansing and Washington, D.C. that
you want a government that will rep-

resent your best interests."

%

send a clear message to
Lansing and Washing-
ton, D.C. that you want
a government that will
represent your best in-
terests. There are clear
choices to be made in
who represents you, ei-
ther we can move for-
ward or go backwards.

In the past four years,
Michigan has made
great strides toward im-
proving our economic
climate, our educational
system and by cutting
taxes. In 1990,
Michigan’s economy
was lagging behind the

ance, cut the income tax
to its lowest level since
1975 and eliminated the
Inheritance Tax.

One of my proudest
accomplishments this
term was the passage of
House Bill 5126, the
Tribal Certification Bill
which will allow Tribal
Police officers to finally
be able to fully enforce
the law. As Vice-Chair
of the House Higher
Education Appropria-
tions Subcommittee, 1
led the fight to stop re-
strictions on the
Michigan Indian Tu-

Elders trip

On Sept. 19 and 20, this group of Elders went on a bus trip to Agawa Canyon in Sault Ste.
Marie, Canada. Pictured from left to right, bottom oW,
Geneva Mackety and Sheridan Peicher, Middle row, Yvonne Davis, Mental Health Coun-
selor for the Family Resource Program Valerie Querback, Phyllis Kequom, Sarah Cox,
Jean Pego and Wilson (Butch) Cox. Top row, Morris Nahmabin, Jean Bird, Betty Nahmabin,
Rita Bailey, Tribal Council member Lorna Kahgegab Call, Daisy Bailey, Emily Kahgegab,
Ruth Ann Pelcher, Philemon Bird, Daisy Kendall, Frank Kequom, Willie Bailey and Jim
Bailey. This was a mental health project sponsored by Inter-Tribal Council and the Sev-
enth Generation Program. A mental health questionnaire and Talking Circle provided
these Elders with the opportunity to discuss and voice their concerns to the Tribal service

providers.
-stnnd anot oM ergei iadi b aug s

s ah
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McBryde

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
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= Ph. (517) 772-4000
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Comfort °Indoor Pool
Inn * Free Breakfast Bar
commeoaek s Free HBO, PASS, ESPN
' * Whirlpool Rooms & Suites
2424 S. Mission * Mt.Pleasant » M] « 48858

* TV, VCR and Camcorder Sales

* Movie & VCR Rentals

* Home & Car Audio
(Installation Available)

* Complete Service Dept.

(517) 773-7370

FAX: (517)772-7355
701 North Mission

Mt. Plcasant, M1 48858

*USED CD's
*USED NINTENDOQO

Subscription information

To become an Observer subscriber,
mail a $5 check or money order to:
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
Attention:Tribal Observer Circulation
7070 East Broadway
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
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SUPER BINGO SUNDAYS |

$35 PACKETS FEATURE
$300 REGULAR GAMES
WITH A $3,500 SUPER JACKPOT
ON NOVEMBER 13 AND 27
PLUS DECEMBER 4
$100 PACKETS FEATURE ‘$1,000
REGULAR GAMES WITH A
$15,000 SUPER JACKPOT
Make reservations for these dates by calling
Soaring Eagle Bingo

| Please give your last name spelled out

Elders Advocate Roxene Judson,
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| with the first name, area code and phone
| number, date of game, number of people
| expected to play and if one prefers smok-
I ing or non-smoking.
Reservations are expected to be picked
I up 15 minutes before the game or sooner
and made at least 24 hours in advance.

| Cancellations are expected the day be-

| fore the game or sooner. Management

| reserves the right to modity, postpone or
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Speech focuses on Native American cultural resurgence

By Anneite VanDeCar

Milton "Beaver"-Pelcher's knowledge regarding
culture and spirituality preserves the Native Ameri-
can way of life for the future seven generations.

"Beaver is a traditional practitioner of the An-
ishnabe way and is one individual who gained spe-
cialized knowledge and came back to share it with
his community," said David Trout Staddon, direc-
tor of Native American Studies at Central Michigan
University. "There is a resurgence of Indian cul-
ture in Michigan in the last 10 to 15 years and he
is a testament to this Indian spirit."

Pelcher presented "The Indian Family: Focus-
ing on Traditional Values and Behaviors" as part
of Central Michigan University’s celebration of
“The International Year of the Family" on Oct. 6.

The event was sponsored by the Department of
Human Environmental Studies, the President’s Of-

"We must remember Mother Earth al-
ways and give respect to everything
in her. Everything was placed on earth
by the Creator for a reason and we
need to respect His creations. We have
a long way to go in initiating change
to protect our environment."

fice, the College of Business Administration and
the College of Education, Health and Human Ser-
vices. The presentations were designed to send a
‘message of togetherness, tolerance and acceptance:
of all people, according to Dr. Yolanda Sanchez, a
member of the Interdisciplinary Gerontology Pro-
gram.

Pelcher spoke about goals of the Kellogg Foun-

dation-funded Seventh Generation Program while
delivering a message of understanding and spiri-
tuality to a diverse audience.

"The Seventh Generation Program helps create
answers which will unite people in all communi-
ties," said Pelcher. "We need to-see beyond color
and other differences to restore harmony between
all people. The spirits for’etoldvof a time when
people would have to learn to love one another
regardless of their differences."

Pelcher said he practices the traditional ways of
his parents; Odawa and Potawatomi on his mother's
side and Ojibwe on his father's side. His knowl-
edge of spirituality comes from his many visits to
medicine people, Elders and other traditional
people. The traditional ceremonies of the Elders

in the western part of the United States remain al-

most unaffected by white society, while many El-
ders in the east have forgotten their ceremonies,
he added.

“I did not pick my knowledge up from books be-
cause spirituality lives in the hearts of my people,"
Pelcher said. "One can only learn the traditions
from medicine people, Elders and other spiritual
leaders. Finding the doorways to learn about the
Anishnabe people does not lead one through
books."

Pelcher used a simple tobacco offering before
the presentation to clear the room of any evil spir-
its and asked for forgiveness. He also stated spirits
are a part of human beings and Native people of-
fer tobacco so they don't offend them.

"Qur traditional ways are not talked about in the
white dominant society because our beliefs are
viewed as strange," said Pelcher. "Our spirit world
is very real and we talk directly with the spirits.
The dreams and visions revealed to us by the spir-

its guide us through life. No one ever said Jesus
Christ practiced witchcraft when he received guid-
ance from God. People have called our beliefs
pagan and primitive.

This statement is true if you look at the true defi-

"One can only learn the traditions from
medicine people, Elders and other
spiritual leaders. Finding the doorways
to learn about the Anishnabe people
does not lead one through books."

nitions of these terms (pagan and primitive); they
mean purity and first but this is not the meaning
the dominant society intended."

The role of Native Americans as caretakers of
Mother Earth and all living creatures was also dis-
cussed by Pelcher.

"We must remember Mother Earth always and
give respect to everything in her," Pelcher said. "Ev-
erything was placed on earth by the Creator for a
reason and we need to respect His creations. We
have a long way to go in initiating change to pro-
tect our environment."

He also emphasized the importance of females
in Native American society.

"Our spiritual leaders are not predominantly men
or women because we all want to create balance
and harmony with one another," said Pelcher. We
-respect the teachings of all our spiritual leaders
regardless of age or gender. The prophecies of my
ancestors are coming true as our traditional way
of life is seeing a resurgence among the Native
people.”

Tether

(Continued from page 3) s
it also provides ;he restraint of a house arrest."
. Gurski cautioned that incarceration is "certainly
‘not ‘out of the quéstion" if the defendant on-the -
tether cannot complete the alternative sentencing.

"Being on the electronic monitoring system
shows their willingness to change by being on the
outside, rather from on the inside," he also stated.

' The tether is just one of the recent developments
Tribal Court officials have resorted to with alter-
native sentences. Budnick also said they are-in-
volved with personalized sentencings which in-
clude individual assessment with hope of finding

Offered in Support of the Leonard Pelter Defense Committee, Lawrence KS
We are proud to announce the

June 25, 1995, Marks the 20th  Despite the. injustice he suff-
anniversary of the incident at ers, Peftier continues to be a
Oglala, the shootout between strong leader among Native
the FBI and the American Indi- Americans, a symbol of their
an Movement that left two struggle for freedom after
_centuries of oppres-
sion, . His unbroken
spirit and *hope find
expression in his
words of wisdom

dy predi ~and_beautiful paint-
posed to-his ‘guilt and ings.The1995 " Leo--
scapegoated by the FBI ™ nard Peltier Fresdom
to cover ug their own wrong- Calendar: honors and pro-
doings. After nearly two dec- moles his 20-year-long strug-
adés in federal prison, Peltier gle for justice, oﬁenngman in-
has become the United States s?iramonal glimpse of the spirit
foremost political prisoner.  of Crazy Horse.

system alrea

i 1995 Leonard Peltier Freedom Calendars are $12.00 ea. or
] $10.00 ea. for orders of 20 calendars or more. Plus shipping and
handling.
; ! To order please make check or money order payable to:
k | Kalamazoo Leonard Peltier Support Group
& I P.O. Box 50814, Kalamazoa MI 49005
Please send me Calendar(s) Enlosed is paymentof
-3 l Piease add $1.00 shipping & handéing for & simgle calendar orders, $3.00 for sach order of 10 or more:
l NAME 1, W05 T s Tt .
i ADDRESS ;
oy STATE yiid
¥ prone : A _
i . Sriments wi bagi n September. Please ordes M SlENEbIFALY
--_----------_

o ST e TS ez

1995 Leonard Peltier Freedom Calendor

Inside the 1995
Leonard Peltier
Freadom Calendar

solutions through counseling for various issues
from substance abuse to anger management.

"We also finding personalized alternative sen-
tencing may be a better deterrence than a standard-
ized jail sentence," she stated. "The tether is pos-
sibly a ‘last'step"l’)‘efore;placing someone in jail. By
putting them in jail, you are keeping them away
from society. With the in-home arrest, these same
bases are still covered."

Open house conducted

Going through scrapbooks of Tribal Adult Education activities during a GED and high
school completion open house luncheon on Oct. 7 are, left to right, Adult Education
Coordinator Beth Merrill, Conrad and Kelly Kowalski, along with Adult Education
Teacher Melanie Allen. Kowalski, currently a Bay Mills Community College student,
! earned her high school diploma on May 19 through the Tribal program. For more infor- - |
L. mation about Adult Education; call (517) 775-36 72— i

Observer. Photo/Scott Csernyik
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Saganing—m——— 8 ——_____

By Joe Soﬁzvmick
It is always a benefit
‘when we . get  Tribal

‘meémbers to congregate -

and talk about the issues
of the day. Our older
Tribal ‘members can
help. -

When it comes to our
Tribal Elders, the wis-
dom that comes from
the meeting can provide
a positive direction for
our Tribe.

- Starting on Oct. 17,
the Saganing Outreach
Center began directly
serving “Meals on
Wheels” at the center
Monday through Friday.

The Arenac County
Council on Aging,
based in Omer, prepared

Elders meal program grows

the 10 to 15 meals for
‘the.Saganing Outreach

Center. .

.. The sérvice for meals

was offered as an out-
side service but is now
provided in house and

.under the supervision of

Barb Braley. She was a.
temporary employee
that has moved to full-
time status.

“The seniors really
enjoy the time they
share together,” Braley
said. “I like to see them
share and ‘talk about
what is going on.”

Gloria Henry, Tribal
member and local resi-

- dent, is a regular partici-

pant and enjoys the so-
cial aspects of the

"« the “Meals on Wheels” |
~“program since its incep-
-tion,” she stated. “It is a
' good chance to talk and

also appreciate the Sa-

and well-being.

fered Monday through

@ppanings at Saganing

On Oct. 1, four Saganing members participated
in the Third Annual Human Race. Barb Braley,
Aggie Flynn, Nicole McMullen and Lisa Flynn
participated in the two-mile fun run. A 10-kilo-
meter race also took place for distance runners.

About a dozen youth and their parents partici-
pated in an Oct. 13 cookout. Country line dancing
was featured at the Saganing Outreach Center on
Oct. 22, which also included a potluck luncheon.
A Halloween party took place Oct. 28 and featured

InnerView

(Continued from page 10)

the desert) and asked if I would perform with him.
I asked him what we would do and he mentioned
whatever you feel at the moment ... and that struck
aresponsive chord. And we've been doing that ever
since.

T.0.: We have one of our Tribal members, Diana
Quigno, who just had a newborn which she named
N'Kai. How does that make you feel? L
R.C.N.: Well, I guess it's an honor on one hand ...
but I don’t know. I just hope that the child has a lot
of good experiences in its own life in growing and
becoming a human. I ‘hope their family and com-
munity can be a part of that. We'll see.

p.m.

November, 1994

to the ground.

visit with others and
continue to share. We

-“Meals on Wheels” pro- ; > Iollowing manner. Lon
gram. . ood _ék.ﬁﬁ:erNativeAmericaq
. “T've been receiving roosting and scared them.

" “Those with the pOlgs-SWished them rép

Legendary meaning of ""Saganing" explained
Years ago, millions of wild pigeons used to nest at Saganing.
The Native Americans used to eat the low-flying birds and captured them in
the following manner: Long, light poles were crafied and then held high in the

~ "Sa-gan" means swishing the poles rapidly back and forth and "eg" or "ing"
means place where. So, Saganing means "
would also be called the same if the birds weren’t pigeons and refers to the
manner in which they were slain.

s would then sneak back of where the pigeons were

idly back and forth, knocking the birds

where they slew the wild pigeons." It

<

ganing Outreach Center
in offering a non-smok-
ing area.” '
Arlene Molina was
commended for the new
non-smoking policy
which contributes to the
Elders overall health

- The “Meals on
Wheels” program is of-

Friday 11:30 a.m. to 1

& PN
a costume contest, as well as door prizes.

Library Night is scheduled on Tuesdays every
other week at the Mary Johnston Library in
Standish. -

Some events for November include:

*Nov. 4 Meatloaf dinner, $3 donation at 4:30 p.m.
*Nov. 7 Crafts for seniors from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
*Nov. 13 Thanksgiving dinner, potluck at 1 p.m.
*Nov. 15 Blood pressure clinic.

*Nov. 28 Staff meeting at 9:30 a.m.

- The Saganing Outreach Center will host 50-50
bingo Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Saganing

stars .
As part of the Omer Ti-
gers, Ten-year-old Dan

Flynn Jr. (top) helped his
team to a 15-1 record by
playing third base. Dan is
afifth grader at Standish
Sterling Community
Schools and is the son-of
Aggie and Dan Flynn Sr.
In touch football, seventh
grader Darrell McMullen
Jr. has won several games
with the Raiders squad.
The 11-year-old student
of Standish Sterling Com-
munity Schools is the son
of Barb Braley and
Darrell McMullen, Sr.
Observer photos/Courtesy

By Annette VanDeCar .

It's been casually referred to as "Jeanie's Bou-
tique."

The Saginaw Chippewa Emergency Relief Pro-
gram modéstly began in 1991 to service the needs
of Tribal members through the efforts of Jean Pego.

In its inaugural year, the program was not recog-
nized or funded by the Tribe. Her aspirations were
to assist people by providing clothing, food and
other necessities. Each year money was raised for
the program through luncheons at the Nimkee
Clinic Health Fair. s

"We didn't have the casino back then and many
low income or welfare families needed various
items for family members," Pego said. "The Tribe
saw the need existed and started funding the pro-

i’rogram helps serve those in need

gram in the 1992-1993 fiscal year. I am satisfied
the program helps the people who ask for it and
we try to fill every request."

The program conducts an open house every Au-
gust in which food is served and various items are
available for Tribal members to take home. Pego
said her budget consists of three major areas, baby
items, shelter/shut-off notices and miscellaneous.
Every year, Pego gives baby gift boxes to new
mothers and gifts for the first Christmas and New
Year's babies.

“I've always wanted to help people and I enjoy
doing it," said Pego. "All ages are in need and the
needs change from year to year. I try to be pre-
pared for anything and I try to keep a variety of

(See HELP page 19)

News from the Sowmick Senior Center

November is a time for thanks and remembrance

By Roxene Judson |

There are so many things to be thankful for- the
country we live in; the wonderful people we see
and work with each day; the great variety of food
we have; freedom of speech and freedom to wor-
ship as we choose- plus those many more things
too numerous to mention. It's good to set aside one
special day to be thankfut and remember.

_Come and enjoy the friends at the Sowmick Se- _

nior Center and have dinner too! Here at the Res-
ervation, Native Americans 55 years and older are

enjoying food and friendship. Please reserve your
meal one day before attending by calling (517) 773-
5262 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Listed below are some events and programs
scheduled for November. All Wednesdays from 11
to 11:30 a.m. are exercise with Jude.

*Nov. 1 Nutrition Program- "Let's Talk Turkey"
by Carolyn Yager. )
*Nov. 2. Exercise with Jude, student intern Betty
McBride will also be with us.

*Nov. 8 Exercise your right to vote.

Ty SR 3 R T | S §S
. Tp Biry N EY = YU tNTee 1Yo
35 Bl A 18 VISYIS L A S0 YA D nis

e
L5

*Nov. 10 Insight to Alzheimer's disease and the
10 warning signs by Marge Trumble. Also, don't
forget to Honor our Veterans. .

*Nov. 11 Closed for Veterans Day.

*Nov. 18 Special Thanksgiving Dinner. Please re-
serve your meal by Nov. 10 if you plan on attend-
ing. PR

*Nov. 21 Elders Advisory meeting,

*Nov. 22 Hospice. A speaker will be here from
the local Hospice group.

:Ney: 24 and 25 Closed for Thanksgiving, ..

"*Nov. 28  Eiders Program meeting at 10 a.m.
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Veterans

(Continued from page 1)

ing-related topics. He ‘remains low-key about his
expenence and proud to have served his country.

Harrison Henry

Arenac County resident Harnson Henry spent A

about 12 years serving the country, seeing most of
World War II and the beginnings of the Korean
War.

Henry, 71, said he willingly entered the service
with no particular reason.

"A 17-year-old guy doesn't have much to think
about," he stated. "Everybody was going in. There
was about 18 of us from Saganing. None of us were
drafted and we all came back."

His first four years of service were with the U.S.
Coast Guard as a Seaman First Class, starting out
on the icebreaker Mackinac as a helmsman.

"When we sailed, I was in the pilot house work-
ing with an officer docking and leaving port,"
Henry stated. "But they moved us around like
checkers.""

Eventually, he was shipped off to the Pacific, in-
cluding to the Philippines and Okinawa. During
World War II, U.S. forces attacked Okinawa, an
island of Japan, on April 1, 1945 and took it after
82 days of fighting.

Overseas, he served on the Navy escort ship Albu-
querque, which went through several kamikaze
attacks.-

"For the most part, our ship was too small," ‘he

-stated. "They usually went for the bigger ships."

‘In 1947, Henry enlisted in the Army as a corpo-

ral and eventually found himself working as a
- medical/surgical technician with the ' World War 1I
wounded at Percy Jones Hospital in Battle Creek.

He received medical training at Fort Sam Hous-
ton in San Antonio, Texas for those first two years.
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Hamson Henry reflects on his 12 years of being in the ser-
vice, including World War II and the Korean War. The 71- . .

ear-old Henry lives on the Isabella Reservation in the Sa— v
J: $ ! aﬂer themselves," he stated. "It's not for someone

s ‘who has to have a mother around all of the time-
- picking up after them."

- ganing District.

‘From assignment in Battle Creek, he was trans- -

ferred to the William Beaumont ‘Army Medical

Center in El Paso, Texas for library duties. He was

~“later shipped back to-Fort Sam Houston for field
training when North Korean communist forces in-
vaded South Korea ofi June 25, 1950.

. As a member of the 21st Infantry of the 24th
Division, he entered Korea as a rifleman. ‘He was
honorably discharged from the service as a ser-
geant after serving about 18 months in Korea.

Henry said he exited the service because he had
seen "too much war." .

"1 thought a lot about war and all the killing and
stuff I saw over there...like the mass executions
and what the Koreans were doing to their own

peeple;he stated " It-Hiad 4 tregative merntal effect
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on me and I can look at it like it happened yester-
day. Those types of things you don't forget, even
though I tried very hard. I'll never forget it. I prob-
ably won't until the day I die." : s

After leaving the service, Henry said he dld a 1ot
of traveling throughout Canada and Michigan. He
worked in Mt. Pleasant at the Regional Center for
Developméntal Disabilities, the Michigan Depart-

“ment:of Natural Resources in Bay City as a park
**‘ranger and also in Bay City at the Division of Ag-

ing "taking care of old people."
"Now they are taking care of me," he joked.
Henry received several commendations, includ-
ing a combat infantry badge, an American Opera-
tions Defense Medal and three stars for combat
duty in the Asiatic-Pacific theatre.

Clarence Squanda

-Sixty-six-year-old retiree Clarence Squanda left
the U.S. Naval Reserves in 1983, completing 35
years of duty.

Starting out as a Seaman Recruit, Squanda even-
tually was promoted to Chief Machinist Mate.

T g

"To have the rank with 'chief in it was fitting
being part Indian," Squanda jokes. "They finally
made it legal."

He said having an uncle in the Navy during World
War II prompted him to join the Reserves in 1948,

"My uncle-instructed me, 'don't ever join the
Marines, they never ever have a bed to sleep on,"
Squanda said. He added the Reserves started out
as one night week and later changed to one week-
‘end a month.

As a Consumers Power Co. employee in engi-
neering, Squanda said he was on the National Na-
'val Reserves Rifle Team.

Although he did not see combat, Squanda said
he feels satisfied he did his part as an engineering
instructor. _ ‘

"I guess they felt instruction is just as invalu-
able," he stated. "I'had orders to go at one time (to
Korea), but the war ended before they were car-
ried out."

- Squanda says the military isn't for everybody and
requires a certain degree of responsibility.

"It takes the right kind of person who can look

Training duties included activities with Naval pa-

trol craft and aircraft carriers, such as the Saratoga
- and Lexington. Squanda said he spent time on both

U.S. coasts, as well as in the Caribbean.
* "There were some nice benefits and you got to
see a little bit of the world," he said.

Gene Salgat

His birthday being drawn ninth during a March
of 1971 draft lottery took 19-year-old Gene Salgat
from the rural security of Tuscola County to chaos
and bloodshed in Chu Lai, South Vietnam.

Serving in Vietnam until April of the following
year, Salgat served in the 196th Americal Divi-
sion and later the 198th Calvary Unit in Da Nang.

Classified as a hght weapons specialist and-scout
he was eventually promoted to the rank of an E~
Specialist.

"In 1971, there was a lot of de-escalatlon wit}
U.s. troops and we were in the process of doing a
lot of recognizance," he explained. "This involved
seeking out the enemy, counting them and noting
location."

Observer Photo/Courtesy

Gene Salgat serving in Chu Lai, South Vietnam during No-
vember of 1971 w1th the 196th Americal Division.

~ Salgat, who is in therapy for PTSD, said it's taken
him up until the last several years to be able to
cope with personal addictions and properly put his
life as a veteran into perspective.

- "From the time I got out in 1972, I accepted the
fact I was crazy and it's only been the last couple
of years I've been able to deal with it," he stated.
"I am very proud of serving my country and for
my Native American people. I draw my strength
from these experiences.

But what a lot of people really do not realize is
the self-destructive behaviors created there and
kept hush-hush by the government.

There's a very high drug rate among the North
Vietnamese and Viet Cong, which was passed on
to our troops. U.S. soldiers were introduced to a
lot of this and it's very damaging. We're still suf-
fering from it today and the government doesn't
want to admit guilt."

Salgat said this included the easy avaxlablhty of
heroin. Amphetamines were also dispensed to
troops in helping them stay awake and alert dur-
ing guard duty.

"What's really pulling me through thxs is my
Native American spirituality," he stated. "On a
daily basis, I go to my Manitou and make my con-
tact. Throughout all these years of being self-de-
structive, it is my Native American spirituality
which has helped me the most." ’

Also being a tremendous support is his Odawa
wife, Yvonne. The pair is going on their third year
of marriage and she is the regional manager ‘at the
Mlchlgan Indian-Employment and Training Ser-
vices, Inc. in Flint.

- As paxt of his four-year obligation to the mili-
tary, he.joined the Navy from 1977-t6 1979 as a
ship handler with the Pacific fleet. Both of his ex-
its from the military were by honorable discharge.
He also has a son, Douglas Gene, currently in the
U.S. Coast Guard Reserve.

Salgat 1s a member of the Amencan Legnon Pos

y 0064 in Mt. Morris. He also added he would like
“to help young people not fall into the same de-

structive trap he did. -

"The key is education and prevention," Salgat
stated. "Tt's important to get this out early, so our
young people do not go through what 1 went
through." -

Besides walking three to four miles a day, Gene
also is.involved with landscaping. He also likes tc
spend time bass fishing.

(See VETERANS page 19,
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Rope, twine, cord, string, thread- whatever name
it goes by- the ability to produce serviceable cord-
age from plant and animal fiber is critical to any
long term primitive living situation. This article
will deal with the practical issue of how to make
cord (cordage) in a primitive situation. Cordage
can be made as thin (fishing line or sewing thread)
or as thick (rope) as necessary. Cordage is useful
for many different purposes in any natural living
situation including lashings, bow drills (friction fire
making), bow strings for hunting, snares, hide tan-
ning, sewing and others. In short, any activity re-
quiring tying or securing an item will involve some
form of cord.

The first step in producing serviceable cordage
is to obtain a sufficient quantity of raw material.
Sources of cordage can generally be broken down

into those ofplant origin and those of animal ori-
gin. A variety of about 1,500 plants provide good
sources of cordage fibers including stinging nettles,
milkweed, dogbane, velvet leaf, dogbane and
yucca, as well as the inner bark of a number of
trees including cedar, basswood, elm, aspen, box
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elder, willow and others. In addition, the rootlets -

of a number of tree species such as spruce, tama-
rack, pine, juniper and cedar can make useable
cords. Spruce roots, for instance, were used to lash
the bark and wooden gunwales together on birch
bark canoes. Care must be taken, however, in han-
dling poisonous plants when making cordage. For
instance, dogbane, while producnng a very strong
cord suitable for bowstrmgs is poisonous and
should not be put in the mouth.
To prepare tree bark for cordage, the inner fi-
bers must first be separated from the | bark. This
can be done in a variety of ways, depending upon
the type of plant material used. For trees, look for
~those with dead bark and peel off the inner fibrous
layer. Long strips can also be taken off live trees if
~only a few thin strips are taken from any one tree
to prevent killing it. These strips are easier to ob-
“tain in the spring when the sap is running and
should be dried prior to using, It also helps to soak

the bark strips in warm or boiling water to aid in
_ separating the inner bark from the tougher outer
bark.

Obtaining natural fibers

To obtain useable fibers from dried plant stalks,
the outer bark should first be lightly scraped away,
then the entire stalk crushed by placing it on a piece
of wood and pounding with a rounded rock. Pithy
plants, such as milkweed and dogbane, can have
short sections of the pithy core broken away from
the outer fibers, leaving long strands of these fi-
bers available for cordage making.

" Plants such as yucca or cattail, where the leaves
are used to produce cordage- making fibers, are
pounded in much the same way as the plant stalks

above. The objective here is to pound so as to sepa-
rate the fibers, but to not crush or cut them. There-

fore, care must be taken not to pound too hard to
use sharp objects which might have a tendency to
cut the fibers when pounding. A log and rounded
rock seem to work best.

‘Beside plant fibers, animals also are a source of
cord material. Rawhide, made from the dried,
fleshed hide, can be cut into strips of varying widths
to provide very strong cord for lashings, traps, bow-
strings, lacing and other uses. Future articles will
deal with the subject of preparing animal hides for
making rawhide or brain-tanned buckskin. Sinew,
or tendon, is an excellent source of fibrous animal
material suitable for making extremely strong cord-
age. Sinew, when mixed with saliva, also shrinks
and dries as hard as glue, often eliminating the need
for tying a knot when lashing on arrowheads.or

ANOTUER.
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fletching for arrow shafts.

To obtain sinew, remove the long white cords
that lie on either side of the backbone. Shorter
lengths, but equally serviceable sinew can be ob-
tained from the legs, lying along the front and back
sides of the leg bones. Deer, elk, moose, bison and
even cow or horse all have sinew of sufficient
length. and strength to make cordage. Once re-
moved, the sheath protecting the sinew must be
removed and the bundle(s) allowed to dry hard and
clear. Once dry, the hardened bundles are pounded
as described above until they breakdown into a
white fibrous mass. From here, the individual fi-
bers can be pulled apart, ready for the next step in
making strong cord.

Up until now, we have focused upon processing
our raw material to the point of obtalmng indi-
vidual fibers. For plant material, it is often helpful
to roll the fiber bundles back and forth between

the palms of your two hands to further separate

them and to remove any remaining non-fibrous
material. The next step is twisting the fibers in such
a way that they combine to form a strong, inter-
locking cord which will be much stronger then the
original fibers. In fact, the strength of the cord is
not solely dependent upon using thicker fiber
bundles, but is also determined by the amount of
twisting and wrapping the bundles go through.
‘Therefore, the strongest cord for any given thick-
ness will not be one made up of a single wrap con-
sisting of thick fiber bundles, but will be made up
of several reverse wrapped strands, which in turn
are reverse wrapped together to form an equal
thickness.

Reverse wrapping

The procedure that will be covered here is called
“reverse wrapping" and although somewhat slower
than other methods, produces the tightest twist and
the strongest cord. To begin, take a bundle of fi-
bers prepared as previously discussed and fold
them over in such a way that one side (or leg) hangs
down and is longer than the other. This insures that
when spliced, the splice joints will be staggered
and will not weaken the resulting cord. Pinch the
apex of the fold between the thumb and first fin-
ger of the left hand (for a right handed person) and,
grasping one of the legs between the thumb and
first finger of the right hand twist it in a clock-
wise direction.

.- While holding the twisted leg, bring it over the

ROTATE TWO (E6S COUNTER-
CLOCKIWISE AROUND ONE

CLOCKWISE DIRECTION

CORDAGE AFTER ROTATING TIWO
LEGS COUNTERCLOCKIWISE
AROUND ONE ANOTUER.

untwisted leg while simultaneously pushing the
untwisted leg underneath. This will rotate both legs
(the clockwise-twisted and the untwisted legs)
around one another in a counter-clockwise man-
ner. Pinch the juncture of both legs between the
thumb and first finger of the left hand. Repeat the
procedure beginning with the untwisted leg, twist-
ing it in a clockwise manner similar to before and
rotating both legs around one another in a counter-
clockwise fashion. It is this clockwise twisting of
each individual leg, followed by the counter-clock-
wise rotation that locks the fibers together and pro-
duces the strength in the cord. Continue this pro-
cedure until just before reaching the short leg of
the fiber bundle.

At this point, a splice is made in order to con-
tinue reverse wrapping a long length of cordage.
To make a splice, take the short leg and fray out
the end of the fibers so they look like a miniature
broom. Pick up another bundle of fibers of a simi-
lar thickness and do the same to one end. In order
to produce a smooth splice, remove about half the
fibers from each "broom" and fit one into the other,
twisting them together. Carefully (so as not to pull
the splice joint apart) continue twisting and reverse
wrapping as before. When the end of the other leg
of fiber bundles is reached, splice as described
above. In this manner, cordage of any length can
be made.

Making stronger cordage

Stronger cordage can be made by twisting and
doubling the strand just made.-One method is to
reverse wrap a strand of cordage to two or three
times the length needed, then doubling it over it-
self and reverse wrapping it again. Another method
is to take two pieces of reverse-wrapped cordage
and join them together by the reverse wrap method. -
To finish off your cordage and get rid of the un-
sightly fibers sticking out along its length quickly
run the cord through a flame to burn and singe the
short pieces. The ends can be secured with a knot,
woven back into the main-cord or "whipped" by
wrapping and tying them off with smaller pieces
of cord-

Although it may sound difficult or confusing
when reading about making cordage, once at-
tempted and mastered; the reverse wrap method is
a study in simplicity. In fact, once learned, mak-
ing cord becomes almost second nature and can

(See SKILLS page 19)
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Veterans

(Continued from page 17)

Frank Alberts

While there's lots of lessons to be learned in the
classroom, Frank Alberts found teachings of a dif-
ferent nature hundreds of miles away from Oscoda
High School.

Alberts, a 68-year-old disabled veteran, said he
turned  18-years-old during his junior year when
he signed up in the Army. Belonging to the 383rd
Infantry of the 96th Division, Alberts served two
years in World War II from 1943 to 1945.

While on the front line, a mortar shell landed
two to three feet from the hole where Alberts and
two other servicemen were inside. A lieutenant,
who was peering out of the hole at the time, was
instantly killed. The blast left Alberts with a per-
forated eardrum.

He also was shot in the head while serving in
Okinawa and recalls a Japanese attack during his
way back to the hospital. -

“There were little black spots all over the sky
and a piece of shrapnel hit me in the trigger fin-
ger," Alberts stated. "So, I suffered three wounds
within a couple of days."

Because of the head wound and damage to his
eardrum, Alberts said he cannot hear high frequen-
cies, such as birds_singing or change rattling in a
pocket.

Alberts was shipped to the Marshall Islands, lo-
cated in the Western Pacific Ocean, for recovery
and then to the Hawaiian Islands. He then returned
to'combat and was on a boat to Okinawa when the
-+* atomic bomb was drépped on Hiroshima.

"We were in reserve at the time and not too wor-
ried about was going on in Japan," Alberts said.

After the war was over, Alberts stayed in the ser-
vice and was part of cleanup operations south of
Manila. He was discharged after getting hit on the
head while playing softball and woke up in a hos-
pital.

Alberts, who received a Purple Heart, came back
to finish high school two days after he arrived in
the States. He was secretary of his class and later
became president after that particular individual
moved away.

"I am very proud of serving my coun-
try and for my Native American
people. I draw my strength from these
experiences."

He later attended two trade schools under the GI
Bill and learned radio and television servicing, as
well as industrial electronics.

It was at about this time he starting working with
Native Americans in Detroit. The River Rouge
resident worked as a job counselor at the North
American Indian Association of Detroit, Inc.

"I was first involved-in housing and moved quite
a few families out of the Cass Corridor," he stated.

He still works with Native Americans in Detroit
and has assisted Wayne State University person-
nel complete four surveys.

Alberts said he has no regrets about enlisted in
the military.

"I had a lot of fun in the service, even when 1
was on the front line," he stated. "I seen a lot of
people cut up, shot up, but it didn't bother me. I
wasn't scared and it was like hunting deer and par-
tridge. I was having fun."

Police
(Continued from page 2)

for contributing to the delinquency of a minor, we

Help

(Continued from page 16)

items on hand for emergencies."
Various businesses and individual Tribal mem-
‘bers donate items to the program. Anyone wish-
ing to donate useful items can leave them in the
Commodities Building. She also used to attend the
Shepherd Maple Syrup Festival in April to pick up
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JEAN PEGO,

items at rummage sales.

Everything from canned goods, clothing, cook-
ware, blankets, pillows and overnight kits can be
utilized by Tribal members. Pego said some people
call her office "Jeani¢'s Boutique” because of the
many different items housed there.

"This program was meant to be and I've
never had any problems getting funded or receiv-
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ing donations from the Tribe," Pego said. "The
economy or the gambling prosperity could evapo-
rate at any time and we need to be prepared if this
situation ever occurred. There will always be
people who need our help."

Despite the prosperity brought to the Tribe
through gaming, the demands on her program have
not lessened.

"I see the demand for items going down after a
month or two after the (per capita) checks are is-
sued but many families can't make it until the next
check," she also said. "We are still serving many
families because the money just doesn't last the
whole three months. All of our help is need-based
and we help many of the people turned down by
other organizations." '

She also serves on the Mt. Pleasant Housing Au-
thority, the Saginaw Chippewa Loan Program and
the Seniors Board at the Sowmick Senior Center.
Pego also is a contact person for the American Red
Cross and the Tribal Police in cases of emergency.

"I am very thankful for all the support and dona-
tions the Tribe and its members provide the pro-
gram," she added. "Volunteers have helped the pro-
gram run effectively because my heart attack lim-
ited the amount of work I can do myself. I urge
more involvement from Tribal members to help
the program prosper."

will because there's no excuse for it," said Crockett.
"And that could be anybody. If your 17 and you're
giving alcohol to someone that is 16, you are still
contributing to the delinquency of a minor and will
be held accountable." .

Tribal Court Judge Douglas Gurski and Prosecu-
tor Donna Minor Budnick support the efforts of
the Tribal Police and have demonstrated that Tribal
Court will prosecute for all violations of Tribal law.

"A lot of people are mistaken if they believe that
this is just a problem in the Indian community,"
Crockett also stated." Alcoholism knows no bound-
aries. All kids will go through phases and test
things, regardless of where they live." -

1:47 a.m. The Saginaw Chippewa Housing Au-
thority now has a security staff helping the Tribal
Police with complaints in the area, but Crockett
mentions that the community needs to get involved.

"We used to have a community watch program,
and that worked real good," Crockett said. "We
had a lot of good arrests, good police actions and
prevention efforts because of it."

Although the community watch faded, the addi-

tion of housing security has helped. The security
officers are in direct contact with the Tribal Po-
lice. There is, however, a concern of radio traffic
being used by all departments of gaming and Tribal
Operations.
1:57 a.m. With the expansion of the gaming op-
eration, increased traffic and more people moving
back to the Reservation, Tribal Police are plan-
ning to increase staff and move operations to a
planned public safety building.

"The more officers we have, the more services
we can provide to our community," Crockett said.
"At the moment, we are basically a reactionary po-
lice force than a prevention police force. The opti-
mal force would have both."

The Tribal Observer would like to thank Officer
David Crockett and Tribal Police for the opportu-
nity to inform our readers about the services they
perform on a daily basis. In retrospect, all inci-
dents involving Tribal Police this patrol were al-
cohol-related.

(Continued from page 18)

be done almost absent-mindedly while talking
around a campfire or even meditating. In a primi-
tive living situation, there seems to never be enough
cordage so that the making of it becomes an al-
most constant activity, one which fills time when
there is "nothing to do." There are many uses for
good cord in a primitive camp- even coiled bas-
kets begin with cordage. These can be made with
various dyed colors and patterns, elevating the
simple act of producing utilitarian cord into an art

form. Because of its varied uses, knowledge of
making cordage from a variety of materials be-
comes not only a matter of curiosity, but one of
utmost importance when faced with a primitive
living situation. ‘

The next article in this series will begin to ex-
plore friction fire technology and will focus on two
primary methods - the bow drill and the hand drill.
All aspects from materials required, to apparatus
construction, to proper form needed to turn sun-
shine into heat will be covered in this next multi-
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WALK TOGETHER

‘On our Saginaw Chippewa Reservation
we see the people and know them by name
- our burdens and cares are the same
as friends we have questions for one another
with a sincere belief in God and prayer on our knees
it's easy for God to hear our pleas
with this love, knowledge, wisdom, compassion we strive to share
the things God shared with us we can’t compare

understanding from God of his word in truth

CHURCH DIRECTORY

we opented to the truth so satan wouldn’t deceive

God is the truth, life, way, why should we run

we see we are equals as brothers and sisters in Chris*

Pastor of the Chippewa Indian United Methodist Church

- leads us to know the Bible is our proof

the help we give, God will let us receive
with a sigh of relief...we can have fun

As we walk hand in hand with God

as we learn to love, care and share
- let’s try our best
and let God handle the rest
-Written by Rev. Owen White-Pigeon

FAITH INDIAN CHURCH

OF THE NAZARENE

6304 East Broadway
Pastor Robert Pego
(517) 772-5625
*Sunday School 10 a.m.
*Morning Worship 11 a.m.
+«Evening Worship 7 p.m.

*Thursday Prayer 7 p.m.

CHIPPEWA INDIAN UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

7529 East Tomah Road
Rev. Owen Whitepigeon
(517) 772-5521
*Sunday School 10 a.m.
*Morning Worship 11 a.m.
*Evening Worship 7 p.m.

*Thursday Prayer 7 p.m.

SAGANING INDIAN

CHURCH

Sterman Road, Saganing
Pastor Devin Chisholm
. '(517) 846-6277 :
. *Sunday Worship 2 p.m.
*Bible Study on Tuesday 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study on Wednesday 7:30 p.m.

community calendar

november

“TUESDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY THURSDAY | FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 S
All Saints Day
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
0.S.AM O.8.AM O.S.AM.
pm K &R 7:30 p.m. AA open 7 p.m. Highway Safety Recvcling Depot
meeting open 9 a.m. to Noon
Veterans Day
Election Day
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
0.S.AM 0.58.AM. 0.5.AM.
“pm.R &R 7:30 p.m. AA open 7 p.m. Highway Safety
meeting
i) R 22 23 24 25 26
0.S.AM 0S.AM O.5.AM. )
L m 'R’&R 7:30 p.m. AA open 7 p.m. Highway Safety Recyol e
PR meeting ' open 9 a.m. to Noan
Thanksgiving Day
27 28 29 30
0.S.AM O.SAM 0.S.AM.
7pm.R&R 7:30 p.m. AA open meeting |7 p.m. Highway Safety

If your organization has an event for the calendar, call the Observer at (51 7).772:5700, extension 301




